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iR 8 a5 5% Editorial

HiH Helen Huang
A= , o One day at the dinner table in Kingsley
X #RR0ORERL ARG Restaurant, Kit Ping convinced me to take
BT - E=E5E—0 » ~EERBRT over the responsibility as the yearbook
, AR o oo editor. Since it is my first time, | felt
5 %E’“\‘}E FERBILBIRIIATIS apprehensive and uncertain. Luckily many
A2 BPIEEXI(E - (EEXFE - brothers and sisters got involved and
e UNEE R A A , @ supported the project by working as a team.
}FFEH}FFEHT@W*EEBF%&D%{&MX N et Since the beginning of the year, articles and
- 852 - %Y, HRR - BWRE -, H] department reports were handed in one after
| 2 . I|#= another. Then they got typed, translated and
Rl - SKRIREARRE S - BRI - proofread. The layout was designed, the
BT articles were assembled into the yearbook

and it was proofread again and finally
printed. Now it is published. Hallelujah,
praise the Lord!

—HEREEE » MUEERETRBES
'#e ) C(E) 25 : 1) IWARESH

= np = , R = "A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in
nggﬁbgﬁz%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ . 1__}?!75)\5'9 i setting of silver.” (Proverbs 25:11) | am not
R BE—EREEREEENANE - 8 sure if the articles in this yearbook are apples
WAE . BRPIEEEE T RAFESY of gold that can encourage and nourish the
. o T hearts that long for God's Word. However |

(Rt Al - REET—EmRlAKXE am sure we presented to God the “five loaves
FET - and two fish" we have with a cheerful and

joyful heart. | truly believe God will bless
the yearbook and make full use of it.

FE—UDBV BB FRfo U PIER EAIAR ! May all the glories be to our heavenly Father!

FHITIEASB Year Book Committee

Hh ElEMEASEE Published by Brampton Chinese Baptist Church

EERS = oA EN ~ SREMER Advisor Rev. Ming Wong, Rev. Conrad Kwok

HRER B - ER Editor Kwong Yiu Wong, Helen Huang

HEERET HE Cover Design Chi Vi Huynh

= S -~ BEEEWR » &Y Translation Daniel Guo, Hui Bing Xiong, Joseph Siu

= ZESF - [Fig - fREES Typing Fai Yu Lai, Mei Liu, Xiaofang Chen

R Bt ~ FFIER EfFLR . Joseph Siu, Weiguo Wang, Janice
P Proof Reading  cheng, Arthur Iu

FEF =HGHE Miscellaneous Kwong Yiu Wong

BERR ~ 5257 B Layout & Design  Joseph Siu

|
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Pastoral Massages

Educating the Next Gen-
eration: Burden or Mis-
sion?

Rev. Wong

The Korean churches have often become an
object of envy by the Chinese churches.
Statistics show that one third of the Korean
population is Christian; over seventy percent
of the first-generation Koreans in the U.S. are
regular church-goers; and, despite the
smaller population compared to that of the
Chinese, the number of Korean churches in
big cities is no smaller than that of the
Chinese churches. Although the Korean
churches have witnessed rapid growth, since
1990’s, there has been a popular expression
in Korean churches called “the Silent
Exodus”, mainly used to describe the second-
or third-generation Koreans who silently drift
away from the churches after growing up.
Over half of the population of this generation
no longer holds the Christian faith.

The discontinuance of faith occurs easily. It
happened when the Israelites entered Canaan
(Judges 2: 10, 11). This occurs not only in the
Korean churches, but also in the Baptist
churches and churches of other
denominations. This will occur any time, in
any nation, the older generation fails to bear
the responsibility of educating their next
generation.

God entrusts the continuance of faith first in
the hands of the parents, then in the church.
In Deuteronomy 6: 1-7, God thus instructed
the Israelites:

“! The Lord your God has directed me
to teach you his commands, rules and
laws. Obey them in the land you will
take over when you go across the
Jordan River. Then you, vyour
children and their children after them
will have respect for the Lord your
God as long as you live. Keep all of his
rules and commands I'm giving you. If
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you do, you will enjoy long life.

3 Israel, listen to me. Make sure you

obey me. Then things will go well with
you. Your numbers will increase
greatly in a land that has plenty of
milk and honey. That's what the Lord,
the God of your parents, promised
you.

* Israel, listen to me. The Lord is our
God. The Lord is the one and only
God. ° Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul. Love
him with all your strength.

® The commandments | glve you today
must be in your hearts. / Make sure
your children learn them. Talk about
them when you are at home. Talk
about them when you walk along the
road. Speak about them when you go
to bed. And speak about them when
you get up.”

Verse 6 teaches us two things: first is the
“formal” teaching and second is the
“informal” teaching. Nowadays, formal
teaching includes family worship, Bible
studies, prayers, reading the Bible to children
at bed-time, etc. Chinese parents should
spend just as much time helping their
children with school as their bible studies.
The informal teaching is in daily activities,
for example: riding in the car on a trip,
during meals, while watching TV, etc. They
should communicate with their children in
those activities to provide direction in their
faith.

The church must assist the parents in
educating the next generation by the
following:

1. Strengthening the Children’s Ministry

The children’s ministry is often put on lower
priority because it takes more time and
resources and brings slower results. Much of
the hard work of our church has brought forth
little fruit in the growth of the children. In
Mark 10, we see how the Lord blamed those
who stopped the children from getting close
to him. Jesus said, “Do not stop children from
coming to me.” Our church should pay
attention to children just as our Lord did.

60/800Z IOOdAVIA DIOd
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2. Encouraging the Service of the Youth

The Chinese churches should not regard youth
only as the future successors as if they have
no share of services today. John 6 describes
how Jesus, using the small offering of 5
loaves and 2 fish from a child, fed 5,000
people. We should encourage the youth to
serve. This is not to let them do what is left
by the adults, but to cultivate their
enthusiasm to love people and God and
transform it to serve the Lord. The adults

should assist and encourage them.
3. Approaching and Praying for the Youth

Not everyone can become supervisors or
teachers for the young people, but everyone
can get close to them, understand them and
pray for them. We can open our families to
the young people; mature couples can
support the newly weds. Some can even be
real brothers and sisters for those young
people from single parent families.

Hard as it is to love and educate the next
generation of God’s children, we should know
that God entrusts the work to us and the
church. Should this work be a burden in the
real sense of the word or a mission you want
to shoulder for the next generation?

Preparing God’s People
Rev. Kwok

Few people have never asked the
question: “What is the meaning of life?”

Of the numerous answers attempted, the
meaning of life should be understood for
God’s people as: “To prepare for eternal
life.” Life in this world is a warm-up
exercise to educate and prepare us for
eternal life, just like a rehearsal for a
play or military drills for a battle.

To be holy is to get equipped with the
Word of God, to be consecrated, to
revere God and to live a new life modeled
on Jesus Christ.
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1. Preparing God’s people is the original
plan of God (Genesis 1: 26)

God created the universe to make a living
environment so He could later create and
love us.

God created us in his image to enable us
to know and love Him in return. “Even as
He chose us in Him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before Him” (Ephesians 1:4).
God created us to love us. “God is love”.

The focus of a Christian’s life is: to know
God a bit more every day because we are
not machines in a factory to be operated
only! Our daily objective is to know God
more and love him. We cannot
understand the true meaning of life if we
only eat, drink, work, and sleep. We will
also miss the most important thing in life,
which is to know the creator.

2. Preparing God’s people is to grow in
the spiritual home

The church is our spiritual home, which is
different from our worldly homes.
Worldly homes cannot last forever
because they will disperse after children
leave home, after broken marriages or
after death; but the spiritual home will
last forever. We cannot choose our
worldly family, but we can choose our
spiritual one. We do not belong to a
spiritual home automatically. “He caused
us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). Through
the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ, our
past failures, shame, regrets, mistakes
have all been forgiven and erased. We
can start afresh for a brand new life!

The church is not a company, not a club;
it is God’s home. The church is not mainly
a series of regulations, procedures; it is a
kind of relationship that manifests love.
The church is “the pillar and foundation

60/800Z IOOdAVIA DIOd
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of truth.” In this spiritual home we learn
how to love people and how to love God.
We encourage and support each other,
“so we, though many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of
another” (Romans 12:5).

3. Preparing God’s people is to be more
like Christ

God does not only want us to belong to
this home, He wants us to grow in it. Our
natural body grows by itself, but our
spiritual life needs exercise. God enables
us to exercise our spiritual life in this
world. He wants us to as mature as his
son Jesus Christ.

Therefore, Jesus came not only to die for
us, but also to be an example to grow in
spirituality.

“Until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

To demonstrate the image of Christ in our
spiritual life is not to hope to become
God, but to live a holy life. With a holy
life, we can take advantage of all things
to grow in spirit. The question is: Do we
understand the will of God? God
sometimes exercises us in a situation we
don’t want to experience. He puts in our
company people we don’t like so we can
learn how to love our neighbors. He
teaches us to be thankful and joyful in
sadness, to be peaceful in sufferings, and
to be patient with disobedient children,
in traffic jams and in long line-ups in the
Emergency Room.

Why are some people vulnerable in trials?
“And they have no root in themselves,
but endure for a while; then, when
tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they
fall away” (Mark 4:17). We ask for the

6
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mercy of God so that we can have Christ
in our hearts and seek first the kingdom
of God in good times as well as in bad
times.

4. Preparing the God’s people is to glorify
God and benefit others

God puts you where you are not just to
fill an empty spot or to provide resources
for your enjoyment; God has His purpose
in our lives—that is to benefits others
through our contributions. Every one of us
is a unique piece of the big puzzle of God
in this big family of the church. No two
pieces are alike!

“As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards of
God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10). God’s
grace is not only for our own benefit but
for the benefit of others. To serve others
is to serve God.

“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I
say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did to
me” (Matthew 25:40). The attitudes of
God’s people should be to discern God’s
will in all things and to be always
thankful for everything that happens in
our lives.
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BIRKAR Pastoral Staff
F{EHE = 28RN Senior Pastor Rev. Ming Wong
EREE 1AM SPEEM Mandarin Pastor ~ Rev. Conrad Kwok
BB ZEM RS RBIED Advisory Pastor Rev. John Fung
EETHKE Executive Board Members
“FEN\F E ENF 2008—-2009
% R Chairman Jim Yu
BIER HEEDZE Vice Chairman Danny Chiu
YE =L Secretary Kwong Yiu Wong
B2 FBED W& Treasury Xiu De Lin
FES o Bk Mission Alan Poon
FHEE BEE - F=HEE Sunday School King Kuk, Hoi Li
BDiEEs ME - EBiRE Fellowship Lin Xiao, Denny Chiu
HEEH RETNEE Children Chow Le Truong
2l BB Music Erwin Au
fR75ED HELE ((LE) General Services  Danny Chiu (Acting)
BREDED SREIE - BFER Visitation Bai Shun Zhang, Robert Young




—TFRNEHTERALE New church membersin 2008

EAEZEINAZEZHIE :  Membership through baptism in our church:

=RUb=BHEE=E:

KBS Jordan Chu

BEEXER Victor Ku

EDE Frank Lu

EETE Lu Thong"

ESE9%8 Li ChengWen

BIRFE Paul Manzo

SREREA Zhang Dong Ming

SRIDIE Tom Zhang

+B+_HRER =S October 12 Thanksgiving Baptism:
RS Chen Ying Peng

EiA Cao Yue

BEER Hau Mai

(=S Lu Yi Lian

FHE Wang Xin Lei

T8 Wang Aileen

RES Zhang Ji Qiao

AEETR Xiong Hui Bing

RO Zhang Ke Jian

HEIARE : Membership transfer:
—_B=HESA: February 3 membership transfers:
LS Zhou Ya Mei

2BE Liu Xue Juan

BRA+/\BHEZIA: May 18 membership transfers:
BAS Chi-chin Lo

BN Jack Liao (Huo-Hsiung Liao)

Bizi3 Jean Liao

+—BO=B&ZA: November 23 membership transfers:
=HEN Man Ling Thompson

B0 Tom Tam

ToWiEs Wendy Tam

MBREH: ghA

March 23 Easter Baptism:

Total New members : 25

60/800Z IOOdAVIA DIOd
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Treasury Reports

Brampton Chinese Baptist Church - 2008 Receipts & Disbursements Statement

GENERAL FUND
RECEIPTS
Congregation offering
Individual offering
Interest /Other Income
TOTAL RECEIPTS

DISBURSEMENTS
Wages & Benefits
General service

Mission - General
Fellowship

General Administration
Treasury - General
Sundry

Children Ministry
Education - Chinese
Education - English
Music

Visitation

Bible (Recovery - Sales)
Benevolent payment
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

GENERAL FUND SURPLUS
CHURCH PLANTING

Church Planting Offerings
Church Planting Expenses

CHURCH PLANTING SURPLUS

MISSION FUND
Mission Fund offerings

Mission Fund disbursement
MISSION FUND (DEFICIT)

TOTAL SURPLUS

BEEMEAREE -

o
WA
BREM
B AZ/E

AR/ EAMUA

BUIRA

Zi
FE
1R
(=56
ENEC
XZE
B1%5
£
58
I EHZ
RV EHZ
£
BRgh
£

sz
EERKG

BEES
TEE 2L
EEZH
EZERER

EBES
ZEERM
ZEH
ZERER

RS

(BBP9) ISz S

2008 ACTUAL 2008 BUDGET 2007 ACTUAL
4,031.23 4,451.39
304,465.31 321,067.80
15,844.87 2,342.59
324,341.41 352,311.00 327,861.78
194,258.62 203,716.00 190,298.38
39,131.58 56,745.00 31,290.15
9,520.11 19,000.00 19,425.83
9,340.17 17,200.00 9,518.60
825.34 8,000.00 3,726.02
6,583.16 6,500.00 6,385.92
6,942.18 14,650.00 10,798.07
2,562.03 4,650.00 3,566.05
189.28 1,500.00 244.36
739.48 9,450.00 380.06
856.70 4,900.00 2,606.32
1,659.15 3,000.00 888.15
(629.00) 178.70

1,000.00 3,000.00
272,978.80 352,311.00 279,306.61
51,362.61 - 48,555.17
22,701.00 50,000.00 19,885.68

3,004.31

19,696.69 50,000.00 19,885.68
84,207.00 89,000.00 83,722.56
84,995.65 89,000.00 73,000.00
(788.65) 10,722.56
70,270.65 50,000.00  79,163.41




Brampton Chinese Baptist Church - Summary of Monthly Offering and Disbursement for the Year 2008

60/800Z IOOdAVIA DIOd

BEEHEARGE - “EE/\FB5ANHRS
Offerings Disbursements
General Church Mission . Church .. Total Dis-
Fund Planting Fund Total Offerings General Planting Mission bursmts
Jan 12,831.69 1,270.00 3,990.00 18,091.69 18,013.12 - - 18,013.12
Feb 14,628.90 5,265.00 4,455.00 24,348.90 20,721.64 1,640.00 2,166.66 24,528.30
Mar 24,496.59 2,471.00 5,108.00 32,075.59 26,113.64 1,106.22 5,833.33 33,053.19
Apr 25,684.51 3,632.00 6,126.00 35,442.51 22,325.38 - 2,329.02 24,654.40
May 17,616.73 1,543.00 5,594.00 24,753.73 23,394.33 258.09 9,083.33 32,735.75
Jun 19,267.47 1,059.00 3,302.00 23,628.47 25,398.75 - 833.33 26,232.08
Jul 31,232.92 1,065.00 5,060.00 37,357.92 27,284.79 11,583.33 38,868.12
Aug 29,677.40 2,281.00 12,541.00 44,499.40 21,617.28 833.33 22,450.61
Sep 25,623.66 847.00 7,911.00 34,381.66 27,079.88 583.33 27,663.21
Oct 19,602.78 563.00 4,783.00 24,948.78 21,834.51 833.33 22,667.84
Nov 28,699.54 770.00 9,392.00 38,861.54 18,013.71 833.33 18,847.04
Dec 59,134.35 1,935.00 15,945.00 77,014.35 21,181.77 50,083.33 71,265.10
Total 308,496.54 22,701.00 84,207.00 415,404.54 272,978.80 3,004.31 84,995.65 360,978.76
Interest, Other Income & Adjustment 15,844.87
Total 431,249.41 360,978.76
SURPLUS 70,270.65
Monthlt Offerings & Disbursements FHINSZ
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70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000
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Brampton Chinese Baptist Church - 3 Year Budget & Actual Report
BIEMEAREE - —TRENRRBERS

SN =M | D8l S

2007 2008 2009
Departments Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget
Wages & Benefits e 196,331.00 190,298.38 203,716.00 194,258.62 200,869.00
General Services = 41,660.00 31,290.15 56,745.00 39,131.58 58,600.00
Mission General (ESE 18,500.00 19,425.83 19,000.00 9,520.11 15,700.00
Fellowship g 20,600.00 9,518.60 17,200.00 9,340.17 17,000.00
General Admin. YE 17,000.00 3,726.02 8,000.00 825.34 7,000.00
Treasury 8175 6,500.00 6,385.92 6,500.00 6,583.16 11,500.00
Sundries =75 15,000.00 10,798.07 14,650.00 6,942.18 14,250.00
Children Ministry RE 5,000.00 3,566.05 4,650.00 2,562.03 7,000.00
Education (Chinese) Y EHZ 1,500.00 244.36 1,500.00 189.28 1,500.00
Education (English) RNFHZ 2,350.00 380.06 9,450.00 739.48 9,450.00
Music Ministry s 19,500.00 2,606.32 4,900.00 856.70 3,100.00
Visitation 3] 1,500.00 888.15 3,000.00 1,659.15 3,300.00
Bible (Cost Recvy) =5 X 178.70 (629.00)
Benevolent Fund BEE 3,000.00 3,000.00 1,000.00 5,000.00
Sound Sys Upgrade 10,000.00
New Organ 20,000.00
Total ass 348,441.00 279,306.61 352,311.00 272,978.80 384,269.00
Special Project Funds
Church Planting Fund fEEZH 50,000.00 50,000.00 22,701.00 22,701.00
Mission Fund =EZH 85,500.00 73,000.00 89,000.00 84,955.65 84,955.65
TOTAL - dand 483,941.00  351,949.21 485,011.00  380,635.45  491,925.65

Breakdown of General Expenses

EEOMN

O Wages & Benefits F7%

B Generalservice §87%

O Mission - General {# &

O Felowship FfjZE

[ General Administration /=&

B Treasury - General B 7%

B Sundry &%

R o
Wages & Beneﬁts 0O Children Ministry 5i#
o) B Education - Chinese
72% S HE
@ Education - English
e

O Music Hg&&
O Visitation #Eg

B Bible (Recovery - Sales) H24%

B3 Benevolent payment 25EE <4

L.
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Church Ministries

2008 Major Events
Kwong Yiu Wong

Monh

Feb

Day
2

Events

Wedding - Wilson Chen &
Becky Jiao

March

10-13

Teens Conference — Richm
ond Hill Chinese Commun
ity Church and Toronto Chi
nese Community Church

15

Visitation (Milton area)

21

Good Friday Joint Worship

23

Easter Sunday Joint
Worship and Baptism (9
brothers and sisters)

Praise our Lord!

April

T.C.E.M.F (Peel Region)
Evangelistic meeting

19

Mandarin
Meeting

Evangelical

May

24

Wedding - Andrea Lu and
Michael Chan

June

Church Cleanup

Community BBQ

6-22

Pastor Kwok and 3 brothers
and sisters Thailand Short
Mission

28-30

Retreat
(Over

Annual
Ridgetown College
170 attended)

Theme: “May all the
people praise you:
Worship, Witness, Widen”

Speakers: Rev. Andrew

Wong (Chinese); Rev. Scott
Buck (English)
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SN =M | D8l S

B HBHH S ED
7 6 BRI
12 HEKIRT
191 ; ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ‘iﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ*
FEEMSHEEET(F
27 #ERLH
8 10 =RZEW
515 SHSREELIIRE
17 dEE®EE
9 %86 ETEEZEFE
EE  REENE (PO >
Dr. Laurie Barber(Z )
10 12 RmREFEHSEERERE
ARV il =R = DR |
x
31 KEARL T BRERS
" 114 EWEIRIPESEE
12 13 SERMBMRE (2LE
—iEE)
21 BRI SR
24 ESERES
25 EDSEENERsLERIEER

Month Day Events
July 6 Dedication of Children
Ceremony
12 Church Picnic
11-19 Pastor Ken Foo led 17
brothers and sisters for a
short term mission trip to
Phoenix, USA
27 Community BBQ
Aug 10 Graduation Ceremony
5-15 Vacation Bible School Day
Camp
17 Community BBQ
Sept 26-28 10th  Annual Mission
Conference
Speakers: Rev Peter Wing-
Kay Chan (Chinese); Rev.
Dr. Laurie Barber (English)
Oct 12 Thanksgiving worship and
Baptism (9 brothers and
sisters) - Praise our Lord!
31 Family Fun Night Outreach
Nov 1-14 Rev. Wong trip to China.
Dec 13 Church Christmas
Celebration (Music Skit -
The Love of God)
21 Christmas Joint Service
24 Christmas Caroling
25 Christmas Day Worship
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Message from Chairman :
Growth in Faith

Jim Yu

We can be Christians for many years, but still
learn to be close to God and grow in faith in
HIM everyday. We need to learn to be patient
and seek his will.

An example is this past year: we had what
seemed like disappointments ending as
blessings from God. We started the year off
with what was thought as a first step in
outreach in Milton with the potential
purchase of land. Not being able to obtain it
turned out to be a blessing in disguise
because we would not have been able to do
anything with it anyway. Adding to that, God
has started a mission for us by year end in
Milton.

“But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33)

Humans (and Christians too) usually react
when given a challenge by thinking about the
problem and a solution to it with little or no
intervention from God.

As Christians, we know we need to
communicate with God and usually through
prayer. | find sometimes our prayers tend to
be superficial, being not coming from our

hearts, or rushing through it.

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present vyour requests to
God” (Philippians 4:6)

Let us present our needs to God, big or small,
and rely totally on HIM to provide guidance in
our life.

60/800Z IOOdAVIA DIOd
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Mission Department:
From “Ignorant” to
“Seeing”

Alan Poon

As someone who has always been concerned
only with service but relatively “ignorant”
about mission, | was exposed to the
experience of a short-term mission by
chance. The encouragement and guidance of
our brothers and sisters helped me to embark
on this journey of missionary service, albeit
with apprehension. God has blessed me with
“sight”.

Looking back on my first short-term mission
to Brazil, God has enabled me, a shy and
inarticulate person, to actively approach
strangers in a missionary gathering to speak
about the testimony of the Gospel. Even
more strange is that a young man who had
not accepted God suddenly spoke to me,
through tears, about the deep dark secret of
his past. This past in China consisted of
gangs, wars with deadly weapons, injuring
someone and escaping to the other side of
the world in Brazil to avoid prosecution and
revenge. Who am | to gain his trust to reveal
such an incredible secret? All the six
members of our mission saw how the Holy
Spirit works in our midst.

We also witnessed the love of local
missionaries Rev. Wai-Chuen and Jan. How
willing and persevering they are to spread the
Gospel to the far corners of the world with
urgency. God has opened our eyes to “see”
and understand His wish to bring this “flame
of Gospel” back to our church, and to “pass
the torch” to spread this flame to reach the
goal of continuity with no end. When |
returned, together with three more brothers
and sisters we formed the Missionary
Department. Through mutual
encouragements and the support of our
prayers, we have established these goals:

1. Follow the desire of the missionaries to
widely spread the Gospel;

16
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2. Encourage and support one another; let
the desire to spread the Gospel burn
brightly in the hearts of our brothers and
sisters, to “pass the torch” in our church
and

3. Use the learning from the short missions
to emulate the dedication and strategies
of the missionaries to seek out and spread
the Gospel to Chinese and other cultures
that do not know or have not accepted
God in the neighborhood of our local
churches.

Last year, we planned activities on missions,
including sharing the experience of short
missions, visiting or getting to know
organizations that support missions and
participate in mission sharing gatherings. |
hope these activities will rouse the interest
and involvement of our church members in

the meaningful work of missions.

Praise the Lord, | was once again allowed to
partake in the mission of Northern Thailand.
| saw that He not only works within the
boundaries of church, but embraces the
ethnic minorities in the mountains of
Northern Thailand with arms of grace and
love. The children there are so innocent and
lovable and seem to be so much closer to
God! With pure hearts and simple lives, they
rely entirely on natural resources. Compared
to city people like us who enjoy an
overabundance in all things materialistic,
they long even more to be closer to God,
truly appreciate what He provides and live
with much more joy.

When | see how much these ethnic minorities
thirst for God by using wood carvings to
worship their “yet unknow” deity, |
appreciate even more what He has given me.
| feel guilty when | recall Jesus saying “the
crops are ready, but the harvest workers are
few!” Although these short-term missions do
not last very long and we could not directly
assist the locals too much, it is very
important to support and be concerned with
the missionaries and workers. This is the only
way to truly experience their challenges and
be able to pray for their real needs. |
remember clearly what Pastor Keith Lee said,
“Everyday we rely on the blessings of God to
survive. It brings us much closer to Him.”
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The participant is the one who really benefits
from the short-term mission by experiencing
God and his blessings.

Mark 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And
remember, | am with you always, to the end
of the age.”

Through these two short-term missions, once
again | “saw” and was reminded of my
previous “ignorance” that only gifted
Christians can spread the Gospel but not
someone shy and inarticulate like me. As it
turns out, spreading the Gospel is Jesus’
instruction and order and is a duty of all
Christians (Corinthians 9:16-17). It does not
require any particular gift. Answer
obediently and willingly to the order to
spread the Gospel and become God’s tool.
Ask for His blessing and God will support and
strengthen us to be his servant and co-worker
to finish His important mission. In any event,
God will follow His plan to accomplish this
important mission so that all humanity will
worship Him. He wants to work with us to
manifest his glory so that we can receive the
biggest blessing. | hope our brothers and
sisters can unload their burdens to God and
quickly catch up with the pace of this
important mission. Work with God to spread
the Gospel to the ends of the earth!

| pray that our brothers and sisters will
fervently support our 2009 initiatives: One
Family One Neighbour, the planting of the

Milton  church, short-term missions,
compassion for our missionaries and other
mission related gatherings. Actively

participate, apply your skills and collaborate
to make our church vibrant and active in
spreading the Gospel. May God bless our
efforts!
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Sunday School (Chinese)
King Kuk

Praise the Lord, the pastors and many
volunteers including the pastors’s wives were
diligently preparing for the Sunday School
classes. Attendance may not be perfect, but
many demonstrated their interest, and they
were eager to learn. Our Sunday School
classes were going pretty strong. Thank you
Lord!

| was thinking not to bother with the Sunday
School Report; just let the good things ride.
However, on the aggressive insistence of our
Yearbook Editor In Charge, | decided to give
praises to our Lord, a sincere thank you to
the pastors, pastors’ wives, and all the
volunteer teachers and a heartfelt thank you
to all Sunday School class attendees.
Together, we enjoyed many well prepared,
interesting, thought provoking and insightful
lessons and discussions.

I was struggling on how much thanks | should
give to the volunteers including our pastors,
just so | would not rob them of their rewards
in heaven. But | learned from one class that
encouraging words are actually good for the
spirit. We all need fellowship and
encouragement to keep running on the path
to serve Him. So allow me to say again to all
who helped in 2008 Sunday School Classes:
Thank you for accepting of the challenges to
teach, thank you for your thorough
preparation and thank you for your clear
delivery of the lessons. For all the others,
please join them. | am sure you will be
rewarded.

The other day, a sister asked me to help her
get Sunday School handouts for a class she
missed. Praise the Lord, that is the learning
attitude that we all should have. Thank God
that | found the materials she was looking
for.

Sunday School Classes are not just about
Jesus and Christianity doctrines. In one class,
I remembered someone objected to buying
stocks of a company as investment. He
called it gambling. In the end, | did not know
if that brother changed his mind, but
hopefully he got some new ideas. Someone
who researches and decides to buy shares of
company A for long term capital gains is
called an investor. Someone who buys shares
of company A on trends of short term gain is
called a gambler. | overly simplified the
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lesson. Both get shares of company A, but
their attitudes on the approach of getting the
shares and their reasons for the decisions
make the difference. Just as God looks at
our hearts; He is pleased when we serve Him
humbly, joyfully, attentively and willingly
and He is pleased when the class learns with
a humble heart and a longing to get close to
our Lord.

In the new year, there will be more classes
helping our brothers and sisters to gain better
understanding in Theology, develop stronger
personal integrity, and get closer
relationships to God in different languages of
English, Mandarin and Cantonese. I
remembered some time ago, two sisters
questioned me separately if there would be
classes for them to learn the Bible in English.
Praise the Lord, we will have the best
teachers there can be for the classes starting
in February 2009. God provides!

You are all invited to join our Sunday School
classes!

Sunday School (English)
Hoi Li

Thank God for providing me with the
opportunity to serve. | remember when Rev.
Ken Foo and | discussed the 2008 English
Sunday school; he mentioned that he needed
help with the group of university students.
He could lead the groups of grade 9-12 and
grade 7-12 using the regular curriculum but
wanted someone with patience and education
to lead the group of youth. Our first thought
was to create a two year curriculum based on
the feedbacks from the grade 9 youth on
their needs and their daily challenges in their
spiritual lives. From there we established
two curriculums; one for grade 9-12 and
another for university level.

Our biggest challenge is to find the next
teachers for the English Sunday school and we
need to continue to pray for God’s blessing.
If God places in you the burden and calling to
teach our youths, please come and join our
teachers. It will be a real blessing!

I want to thank all the Sunday school
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teachers. May God give us wisdom,
intelligence, knowledge, patience and time
to educate our next generation. With the
loyalty of a teacher, may God bless them and
their families.

| also sincerely pray that our church members
and the parents of the students will support
the English Sunday school. | hope that the
parents will stress the significance of the
Sunday school and express their expectations
to their children on their attendance and
achieving goals and results. Let us work
together to educate our next generation to
revere God.

There is a question | want to ask and would
like to hear your answers if you have a similar
question: “As parents, what are your
expectations of the English Sunday school?”

How do we evaluate the success of the
Sunday school? Do you measure knowledge,
change in attitude, life-long dedication to
Christ, or do we just focus on the service and
let God judge the end results?

Counseling is an important element in
planning our curriculum. We need faithful
and mature adults to be role models for our
youth. Counseling is a necessary bilateral
collaboration and is a slow process. We have
already started the first step and hope that
there will be a new crop joining us in 2011.

“No plan means failure.” In closing, | want to
ask everyone a question: “what do you think
should be the goals and plan of the English
Sunday school?”

Fellowship Department
(Chinese)

Lin Xiao

Thank the Lord for guidance and blessings in
the services of our church during the past
year. In particular, thank Him for providing
us with the opportunities to participate in
such meaningful work. In 2008, the structure
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and format of the fellowships were not
changed substantially. There were regular
meetings and activities where our brothers
and sisters supported and assisted one
another and bore witnesses to His blessings.
Under the guidance of the Fellowship
Department, we held four joint gatherings
with the Mandarin and Cantonese fellowship
groups. We had sharing of the short term
mission in Brazil and Northern Thailand as
well as the initiative of “One family, one
neighbour”. In addition, Rev. Lee returned
to our midst to share with us the experience
of his family and himself in his mission in
Northern Thailand. These joint fellowship
meetings provided excellent opportunities to
broaden the perspective and deepen the
understanding of the missions supported by
our church. More importantly, they planted
seeds in and cultivated the interests of our
brothers and sisters to participate in the
services of these important missions.

The 2008 annual church retreat was held at
Ridgetown College and 180 members
participated. Rev. Hau-Sun Wong and Rev.
Scott Buck were the speakers for the Chinese
and English sessions respectively. According
to Rev. Ming Wong, Rev. Hau-Sun Wong has
had a long relationship with the heritage of
our church. Being the founding pastor of the
Toronto Chinese Baptist Church, he later
planted the Toronto East Chinese Baptist
Church, which in turn planted our church, the
Brampton Chinese Baptist Church. We are

now bearing witness to God to plant the ZEi§

M Chinese Baptist Church. We pray for His
guidance and help in this important work, so
that ours can be a “growing” church.

Thanks to God, we have a group of dedicated
individuals consisting of members of the
retreat committee, leaders of the fellowships
and other departments, as well as the
brothers and sisters, who all contributed to
the planning, organizing and running of the
annual retreat. Their combined efforts made
the retreat a great success, which promoted
the spiritual growth of all those who joined
this important event. All glory be to our God!

I would like to take this opportunity to
encourage all the brothers and sisters who
have not actively participated in the
fellowships in the past to do so in 2009. Let
us all enjoy the warmth and love of the
family of God. In the words of Rev. Hau-Sun
Wong:
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Open wide the door of the Gospel,

May fortune fill spring, summer,

autumn and winter,

May the good news spread to east,
west, south and north!

Fellowship Department
(English)

Denny Chiu

The English Fellowship has encountered many
challenges. We struggled to reach out to the
members of the English congregation who are
working during the day and had difficulties
finding counselors for our small groups. We
also lost our English Pastor.

That is not to say the year was full of
struggles! We also witnessed many blessings
from our great God. This year marked the
largest group of teens from Alive fellowship
to participate in a short term missionary trip.
We started a small group for students who
are in University and we continued to grow
our couples group through the addition of
well, new married couples.

Our fellowship for kids younger than 11 years
old continued to grow in number and we
would like to thank God for blessing our
gifted and talented couple Jen and Fred
Wong for their hard work in teaching and
nurturing them. We hope that in the coming
year more parents will be able to help in this
very important fellowship. This will not only
give our counselors a break but will also let
the parents have an opportunity to
understand what their kids are learning and
be a part of their growing process in the
church.

Our annual BCBC Retreat was once again held
at Ridgetown College. We chose to stay at
the location because of cost considerations
and the fact that the small groups of our
church could stay tighter together without
distractions from other groups or events. The
English congregation had the opportunity to
listen to messages from Rev Scott Buck, who
through a workbook and lectures, taught and
trained us on different aspects of Evangelism
and how we can reach out to our local
community.

I am confident that through our trials,
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struggles and challenges that God presented
us last year, we will enter 2009 prepared and
ready to take on our theme: "Preparing God's
people for Works of Service".

Visitation Department
(Mandarin)

Zhang, Baishun

| thank God for enabling me to partake in His
ministry and for the participation of so many
brothers and sisters in reaching out in God’s
ministry.

With the cooperation of the English Visitation
Department and the active involvement of
brothers and sisters from our church, we
successfully completed our grand visitation in
the Milton area, having visited around 200
Chinese families and gathered basic
information about the Chinese community in
Milton. We also organized activities at the
AAA Mall and the Ocean’s Food Market, where
we distributed pamphlets of the Gospel. We
held our first Chinese Worship in Milton that
attracted 4 new families, and organized our
BBQ gathering at Milton Kelso Park that
attracted 6 more new families from the area.

We organized monthly sport nights from
October to June, which was also an outreach
activity of our church. Our purpose was to
attract non-believers. We hope more brothers
and sisters will invite more friends to

participate in this activity.

As for our routine visitation work, we pray
that God will motivate more brothers and
sisters. We hope to establish some core-
visitation groups to strengthen the
connection among the life groups, to discover
visitation needs in a timely manner and to
improve efficiency. We ask God to provide us
training in visitation and equip us.

Send us, our Lord! Amen!
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Visitation and Outreach
(English)

Robert Young

This is new department and was seen as a
need that has not been met in the Church.
This department is made up of several people
who are available to assist in any visitations
or outreach activities during " the vyear.
Another area of responsibilities is to organize
church barbecues.

Last year it was decided that the number of
barbecues should be increased. To allow
these and other events two barbecues were
purchased.

The teens and young adults performed most
of the work as they so often do for activities
put on by the church, especially the English
congregation. It was also wonderful to see so
many of the youth go out and hand out
burgers to people passing by, walking or in
their cars.

One of the main purposes of the BBQ is to
“serve” the community and to ensure that
they know we are here'and would like to give
this gift back to them.

This year | would like to try and improve how
the "English and Chinese outreach work
together. | plan to focus on the youth and
new members for the most part to try and
encourage and equip the youth to share the
Gospel.

| would also like to mention Fung and his wife
from the Chinese congregation. The couple
has brought many new English seekers to the
church even though they are not in the
English congregation. | would like to
encourage other members of the Chinese
Congregation to bring their English friends as
well to our church in the upcoming year.

Children’s Department

2008 The Highlights of Challenges and
Opportunities

Chow Le Troung

It is a big challenge for an ordinary person
like me to serve in the children’s ministry.
Should | endures this challenge or just let this
opportunity pass by? Should I follow God’s
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calling? How do | follow His guidance?

e To follow is to TRUST- John 14:1 “Do not
let your hearts be troubled, Trust in God”

e To follow is to OBEY- John 14:15 “If you
love me, you will Obey”

e To follow is to SERVE- Ephesians 6:7
“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were
serving the Lord, not men”

God’s word helped me avoid spiritual struggle
and commanded me to be strong in the Lord
and His power. Thank God for allowing me to
take this opportunity and giving me faith and
power to follow his path. This is not only his
purpose for me to learn through serving but
to enrich and deepen my relationship Him |
pray that He will grow me into a creative and
confident person who is rich in mind, soul and
spirit.

SENIOR CHILDREN’S WORSHIP

It was a challenge and opportunity for our
children, because Children’s Worship was not
just to help understand the bible, but also to
remind them that their relationship with the
Lord must always have top priority. Most
importantly, we taught them to surrender to
the Lord with their first step of learning to
serve at their young ages.

We encouraged our kids to take turns
practicing the Doxology with their piano,
reading scripture and offering prayers out
loud in front of the class. | fully believed
that children cannot have a close relationship
with God unless they habitually learn to
communicate with Him in prayer. Children
are most special to God, so we must try our
best to help them learn the right attitude of
serving and teach them to have a passionate
relationship with God.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school was the hub of the children’s

ministry. That was why we devote significant
energy and resources to building a strong
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Sunday school. It was a year filled with hard
work, excitement and fluctuations in the
availability of teachers and helpers. This was
another gigantic challenge. As a result, our
committee ran another teacher training
course in order to fulfill the need for Sunday
school teachers.

Our Sunday school program helped root kids
in scripture, and nurture their desire to
follow Christ as their Saviour and Lord. |
thank God for all our teachers’ dedicated
efforts to serve faithfully. Knowing that one
part of our children’s department is not
enough to accomplish the purpose of God’s
plan for our ministry, we need all the
different parts in order for the children’s
ministry to plant seeds that will grow their
relationships with Jesus Christ.

NURSERY

Tang Ying was responsible to coordinate the
nursery ministry. | am so thankful that God
provided her with a deep serving spirit. |
greatly appreciate all that she did, especially
for her humility and passion. May God
continue to give her a deep and unshakable
faith so that His work is not limited to her.

VBS (VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL)

“JONAH GOES TO NINEVEH” was the theme of
2008 VBS. We had four important topics
about Jonah’s story:

1. Jonah flees from the Lord
2. Jonah’s prayer

3. Jonah goes to Nineveh

4

. Jonah’s anger at the Lord

The VBS program was held on the week of
August 5 -15, and included their Thanksgiving
performance in the Chinese and English
worship on August 17, (Sunday). We had 38
children of age 5-12, 23 from our church and
15 from the community. These children were
supervised under 3 adults including myself,
and 18 teen helpers. We divided the helper
into four teams, each took turn to work on
the program according to the schedule. Our
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program ran from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm daily.
The morning program included worship, sing
praise, skit, bible verses and walks around
the lake. Our afternoon program started at
1:00 pm and we had bible stories, games, art
and crafts and debriefing at the end of the
afternoon program. At the end of the day all
the teens had to take turns to clean up the
church before they finished. This was the
harder part. Praise God for all their efforts.
May God continue to guide and bless each
one of them and enable them to move on to
serve Him faithfully.

| especially want to give thanks to our sister
who dedicated to help for the whole week
from morning until afternoon and running
around for grocery shopping. May God bless
her and her family abundantly.

This was another challenge and opportunity
for me as it was my first time to help Hoi
Nang run VBS. | had a lot to learn and
needed a lot of preparation to plan in
advance. Thank God for His mercy. Despite
my inexperience and being at a position of
weakness to do what | realize | was not
skilled and trained for, God’s power and
strength guided me through each
circumstance according to His will. May God
continue to bless and guide our ministry and
grant us a new vision for 2009.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Family Fun Night was another highlight of
Children’s department. It was held on Oct 31

(Friday night). We served dinner and
refreshments, compliments of Children’s
ministry.

| believe this was our first time to run an in
house family fun event. To save cost, we did
not invite any magician or speaker. We had
an in house M.C.. It was so amazing to have
three congregations combined together to
perform their greatest gifts. More excitingly
our chairman was the first one to sign up for
his talk show and Rev. Wong conducted a
surprise magic show. We had more than
twenty performances that night by different
age groups. The children had lots of fun and
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they also told other kids that they definitely
would work on their greatest gifts to share
with us on our next Family Fun Night.

Thank you, Lord for all our sisters who
dedicated their time to serve dinner,
refreshments and cleaning up. May God give
us a strong vision for our future events and
give us strength to follow it.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Children Choir was under the guidance of
Cecelia Au and Janice Chiu. The children had
a lot of practice for the performance to
celebrate our Lord’s birth on December 21.
Thank God for our sisters’ unshakable love
and spirit toward these children. May God
bless them and show them the ways they can
be used to bless others and to glorify Him.

GOD’S TIMETABLE

If you want to take these challenges and take
an opportunity to serve in the Children’s
Ministry, NOW is the time for you to join our
team to experience God unlimited power
through your challenges, and the blessing in
your weakness with His great strength. God’s
timetable is ready for you to fill in. Don’t
ever forget that God has an important
purpose for your life and ask Him to enable
you to realize it.

I cannot end this report without saying a
special word of appreciation to all the
teachers and helpers who have dedicated

their time to serve in the Children
Department. May God bless each one of
them richly. | thank God for these challenges

and opportunities which helped me continue
to grow spiritually and deepen my
relationship with Him.

Dear Heavenly Father,
continue to:

| pray that you will

Bless our Children’s Ministry

Bless our teachers with lots of love and
passion to teach
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Bless our children and give them obedient
hearts and expectant ears to hear your voice,
keen eyes that notice signs of your love and
eager hearts to respond to your call.

Father, | pray for wisdom to serve in the
Children’s Ministry and to make wise choices.
| humbly ask of you the strength to do your
will. Please make clear to me the steps |
need to take in order to send my spiritual
roots down deeper into you. In Jesus’ name |
Pray. Amen.

Children Choir

Janice Chiu

“Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord
all the earth!” Psalm 96:1

This was our theme verse for choir this year.
Each week, we aimed to learn a new song, or
to sing an old song in a new way. Singing
together is a great example of the body of
Christ working together. It is a chance to
participate in an act of worship where all are
equals; none are singled out or left out. The
psalm does not say to sing well, it merely
says to sing to the LORD. However, choir is
not just about singing. Singing in choir is also
learning to live life with God. How do the
principles of choir apply to our spiritual lives?

LISTEN! What do you hear? Perhaps it is the
sound of the wind outside. Traffic on the
street? People walking around the building?
Silence? Is there really ever such a thing as
silence? In choir, the first rule is to “Listen”.
The rule does not specify who or what to
listen to. The rule is not about obedience. It
is about building awareness. Listening is
being aware of our surroundings. As we
listen, we learn to be aware of the sounds,
movements and presence of the things and
people around us. To sing well, we must
listen - to be aware of the sounds around us
and how we contribute to the mixture of
sounds.

Listening is the first step to discernment.
Young Samuel learned to listen as he worked
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in the temple with Eli. When he heard a call
in the night, he thought that Eli was calling
him. He was not old enough to discern that it
was God's voice, but he could sense the
importance and urgency of the call because
he was listening. As he went to his mentor
and looked for guidance, so children will look
to you; parents, mentors and teachers. When
that time comes, will you be able to guide
your child to talk to God directly?

The second rule of choir is to “pronounce
every syllable and letter of every word
clearly.” Singing is communication in musical
form. In order that people who are listening
can hear the message, it is important to
clearly articulate the message. To do that,
each singer must know the notes, the rhythm
and timing of each syllable of every word. As
Christians, the message of God's love must be
clearly conveyed through our lives. We must
know Gods love personally and act
purposefully with confidence in His love in all
things - no matter how small or seemingly
insignificant the thought or act may be.

In 1 Kings 19, Elijah watched, waited and
listened for the Lord. There came a great
wind that shattered rocks, then an
earthquake, and then a fire; but the LORD
did not appear in those events. Finally, God
spoke in a gentle whisper. Because Elijah was
listening, he immediately recognized the
presence of the Lord. As soon as Elijah heard
the voice of God, he purposefully responded
by putting a cloak over His face and
approaching God. It is when we hear God's
voice amid the chaos of daily life and
approach Him for instruction that He will
teach us a new song for us to sing to Him!

“The aim and final end of all music should be

none other than the glory of God and the
refreshment of the soul” J.S. Bach

Music Department

Erwin Au

Thank God for our children. They are so
lovely and their voices are so pure. Welcome
to Janice Chiu who became our Children
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Choir leader since September 2008. We also
heard their beautiful voices during the
Thanksgiving and Christmas Sunday Worships.

There were numerous upgrades in our sound
system. The praise team found the monitor
speakers very impressive. It is a different tool
for them on hymn leading and singing.

The focus on Jesus’ Road of Suffering in the
Easter Service, combined with scripture
reading, hymns, sermons and choir anthems
brought out the picture of what Jesus went
through back then.

The joint choir had a different approach this
Christmas. We wanted to have a more lively
celebration. | want to specially thank all the
hard work of all choir members and cast
members. They tried very hard and managed
to memorize pretty much all music scores
and conversations. Thank God we had a very
good turn out and we could see plenty of new
faces. May God bless us to introduce Jesus to
our friends and families in different types of
celebrations. Everyone was so involved in the
drama and songs. Cast members really
immersed themselves into their characters to
show the different types of people in our
daily lives. The love of God is for all of them.
May God’s name be glorified and may the
Love of Christmas spill out to everyone who
came to the celebration.

Lastly, our organ was having more problems
than before. It is going to retire for now.
Please keep praying for our pianist and
organist since our resources are limited.

General Services

Faithful in the Least
Danny Chiu

In Luke 16:10, Jesus said: “He who is faithful
in the least is also faithful in much. And he
who is unjust in the least is also unjust in
much.” He clearly teaches us that if we are
not faithful in small things, we will not be
faithful in big things. Thank God for blessing
our church with faithful servants. They often
work quietly to serve God in the small things.
Examples abound in the General Services
department.  Every week various groups
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clean and maintain the church. During all
these years, there have been brothers and
sisters who consistently water and care for
the plants in the building. Every week, the
garbage is taken out for the city collectors to
pick up. Some brothers employ their gifts
and volunteer their time and efforts to
repair, maintain and install items as
required. When accidents or sudden events
occur, such as the flood in the basement,
articles blown over by strong wind or the
sidewalk needing shoveling after heavy snow,
there are always brothers and sisters showing
up at church to deal with them. Oh Lord, we
offer you our sincere appreciation for our
brothers’ and sisters’ faithful love for the
church. We ask that through Jesus’ teaching
more brothers and sisters are motivated to
serve on the small things. All glory and
praise belong to our heavenly Father.

(Epilogue) Are we faithful in the small things?
Please consider the following questions.

1. Do you bring food, coffee or tea to the
main hall or even the alter and
afterwards leave the garbage there
irresponsibly?

2. After finishing with the teaching material
and equipment, do you return them to
the original locations?

3. Do you clean up the facilities after
finishing Sunday school or fellowship?

4. Do you feel saddened or dismayed when
you see church properties being damaged
or left in disarray?

5. Would you be willing to set an example to
serve God in the small things?
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Church Fellowships

Moses Fellowship
Barbara Lai

Moses is a fellowship for Cantonese speaking
seniors started by Mrs. Fung, wife of Rev.
Fung, when she was taking care of a group of
brothers and sisters in their senior years. In
2000, my husband and | moved from
Saskatchewan to Ontario and were living
temporarily with our parents in Brampton.
Rev. Mack and Jim Yu visited us and
suggested that we join the Moses fellowship
and we became one of the youngest couples
in the fellowship. Since then, we have been
enjoying meetings at 10:30 am every last
Wednesday of the month under the care and
attention of sister Mei Wong. In the earlier
days, most members drove and gave rides
those that did not own vehicles. Of course,
we cannot forget our pastors and those that
came because they had to drive others. We
also hired a bus for field trips with our
members. Time passed quickly. Our
members have matured and can no longer
endure day long trips. Fortunately, other
fellowships organized outdoor activities for
our members in weekends. The age of most
of our members is now from 70 to 80’s, with
the youngest at 65. Thanks to God, two
pastors and sister Ai-Lin Dang Chui continue
to provide transportation. Sister Mei Wong
has retired from the leadership and Mrs. Woo,
Mrs. Chan and | are jointly sharing this
responsibility.  Sister Mei Wong has not
completely retired but assists whenever she
can by calling those who cannot attend the
fellowship meetings, whether because they
moved to retirement homes, live far away or
even traveled to Hong Kong. She never
misses a single one! As members, the best
contribution is to pray for one another.
There are two members who walk to attend
the fellowship meetings at church when the
weather permits in order to lessen the load
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on the members providing rides. Unless there
is a serious snow storm, we do not miss any
fellowship gathering. These are special days
for us to sing, pray, read the bible and
benefit from the teachings from our pastors.
Our church also has a similar fellowship for
Mandarin speaking seniors which also meets
the same Wednesday mornings. Dear
brothers and sisters, please join us to praise
our Lord!

Yee Hong Fellowship
Fai-Yu Lai

About three years ago, Rev. Wong was invited
by the pastor of Yee Hong Retirement Home
in Mississauga to form a visitation group.
Every second Wednesday from 10:30 am to
11:45 am we visit the retirement home to
share the Gospel with the seniors. Our two
pastors took turn to lecture and the group
members led the singing, simple games and
crafts. God works in mysterious ways: as it
turned out, two of the sisters are very gifted
in these areas and always bring joy to the
seniors. In the service during the past few
years, the most unforgettable event is a
senior named Mrs. Tang. Although she was in
her later years and had weak eyesight, her
memory was extremely sharp. Every time we
met, she would happily play on the piano the
hymns she remembered from her youth.
Regrettably, after participating in the
activities in the fellowship gathering in
September 2008, she felt ill and went back to
her room to rest. A few days later, she
returned to the Father. We thank God for
releasing her from her suffering. | really
hope that any brothers and sisters who can
afford the time will join our team and praise
the Lord together with us.

We are:
Pastors: Rev. Wong, Rev. Kwok
Coordinator: Bing-Kuen Ng, Fai-Yu Lai

Members: Cindy Ng, Barbara Lai, Paul Lee,
May Lee, Ada Yu, Cindy Kuk,
Phoebe Wang, Lily Shum, May
Chang, Man-Ling Thompson, Paul
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Wong.
Pastor at Yee-Hong: Rev. Yu

All brothers and sisters are welcome to join
our group to share the Gospel with the
seniors at Yee-Hong Retirement Home.

Other information: Please contact Bing-Kuen
Ng if you require transportation. The
gatherings take place every second
Wednesday. We gather first at 10:25 am at
the front lobby of the Yee-Hong Retirement
Home in Mississauga.  After prayer, we
proceed to the fourth floor to share with the
seniors the Good News of how Jesus Christ
loves humanity. We meet for lunch
afterwards to discuss and share; attendance

is optional.

Elim Fellowship
A Member

Since the beginning of time, numerous souls
have been lost. Some people think that they
know everything and continue on their own
ways to live their lives without any
restrictions or worry. They have never
understood the true meaning and purpose of
their lives. They simply live from day to day,
stepping closer to death, slowly exhausting
and therefore wasting their precious lives.
Others search endlessly in vain and end up as
lost souls when they die without the answer.
Yet, others worship and pursue all things
materialistic with so much fervor that these
things might as well be their god. Some
make their own decisions to indulge in life
and do whatever they please. They only look
back at their lives when they reach the end
to evaluate what they did. Then they
discover with regret and sadness that their
precious lives have been wasted. We should
remember that “rich or poor, our fates are
predetermined; why exhaust yourself over
it?”

God loves us. Those who seek will find. Yet,
lots of people get lost and cannot find the
way. God worries about them. We came a
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long way from China and became visitors in
Canada. Of course we miss our home. How
blessed are we to receive the love and
sympathy of God who let our hearts belong to
the fellowship to enjoy the love of our
brothers and sisters and His great love.

We are a group of Christians who follow
God’s mission to bring before Him lost souls
to share great love. Our fellowship has been
truly blessed by God to have common goals
and hearts that are filled with love ready to
spread the love of God. There are those that
take the mission of Jesus to all the far
corners of the world to serve for Him. When
they share the many memories and
testimonies of their short-term missions with
us, we feel the love of God working in every
corner of the world with people of different
cultures. God loves each and every one of
us. The messages brought back from the
short-term missions heated up the lukewarm
hearts of ours. | really hope that with our
love of God, we will give our efforts to work
together to serve Him.

We also withessed the power of prayers in
our fellowship and how He answers our
prayers. For example, Yuet Gwai faithfully
and consistently prayed for her husband and
family over a long period of time and
steadfastly stayed by their side, loving and
caring for them with the love of God.
Finally, her husband, brother Lo Fung
accepted God and was baptized into our big
family in 2008. He went through 180 degree
change, from adamantly rejecting religion to
a Christian full of hope and joy. In this
process, our members all felt how much joy
there is in heaven when even one person is
saved. How can we not praise the Lord for
all his glory?

God not only blessed our members with good
health, but also vitality and strength. This
was fully manifested in a joint fellowship
meeting with Moses. We discovered that the
seniors had endless life experience and
moving testimonies to share. During one on
one conversations, we could see how God’s
love led them through their daily lives. Their
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happiness really showed through with tears of
joy to bear witness to the greatness of God.
Let us put everything into His hands and let
Him guide our lives. When we graduate into
the Moses fellowship, we will be able to
practice His teachings and bear witness to
share our experience with the younger
generation. The joy of the joint fellowship
was more than words can explain. Every
member prepared food and we all had plenty.
After our feast, we sang and danced. Both
our bodies and souls were filled to the brim.
As middle-aged members of Elim, we
discovered how the seniors of Moses enjoyed
the love and care of God. This made us feel
young again. Oh God, we have enough
energy to serve you; please use us!

In each of the over twenty fellowship
meetings during the year, we arranged for
spiritual activities each time to learn the
teachings of the Lord. A family was chosen
to lead the segment. During preparation, we

started with personal learning and
understanding. Then the material was
discussed. In our meetings we enjoyed the

blessings of the Lord; we had sharing,
prayers, caring and also food. We benefited
from the teachings of Pastor and Mrs. Wong,
leadership of the leader, hard work of the
workers, participation of the members and
the encouragements of our friends. The
team has been chosen for next year. | hope
we can realize “preparing God’s people to
the work of serving.”

In closing: Our fellowship has many years of
experience in meetings. Out of all the
meetings, the one at the end of the year to
“Count Our Blessings” is the most significant.
Looking back at all these years, this meeting
was when all the members were still going
strong at midnight in counting all their
blessings from God and sharing their joy,
tears and helplessness. Once started, we
could not stop. Very often, we all shed tears
of sympathy. This past year-end meeting was
very different. There were no tears from the
families, whether in marital relationships,
worries of children’s schooling, busy lives or
changes in work environment, everyone was

38



FHVEIL ~ EEHIRIC  F2R LIFRIEHIN
% ZSAOPESRREMMEEETE » 155
EERIFINEIHEL - MIERENAAR
HEEE EtRER - BR

DIMBREF)*
BXEMERES
ER—EEADE

EE— NNERN

HFIEEEN_OONFLIME » Wik S
8 » AEETOSUEIHREL - DFHE

BREE -

RAEEERSE A CHKS AR E S
RONARMEREBRDOZER

2w
wERER

HFSFEZN B ESREE RS
NEEEOHENSS » EEmrsEs
= BEE: BE : 5% SIEERMK
. RPREE - BIE : PIET  BIERIE -
=M - ERFPEOEENERERD
BN SEEEAST » S AFEHHRE
SEMZERE » MBS A R—E - 7
WROEEHSEC IS - ERE
B ME—ARE - BEEOEERER
FIETAR e 2% « SAEEE TN
B EE -
NEELENE R RRENESR - 1]
AEEENT —ERERNNEZ . LaER
BT HETIETS » S—LAI7ERRE
EITE - SSESMSRIISISN R - 2
B (RBED) +=B0  DREmTEt

39

praising God for His glory with great joy.
Even the new comers who have not accepted
God had many examples of His blessings to
share.

Elim fellowship is happiness

With joy and clear voices

We share God’s blessing our entire lives
Loving Him alone keeps us cheerful

We have already organized the 2009 Elim
fellowship with the appointment of the
various posts. | hope it will bring even more
testimonies and joy of sharing.

We welcome the brothers and sisters who
have not accepted Christ or those that do not
know much about fellowships to join us to
learn and share the blessings of God.

Canaan Fellowship
Arthur lu

This year, the main theme of our fellowship
was to share the personal spiritual growth
and feeling, as well as the experience of
God’s teaching and integrity through the
Psalms. Our team consisted of leader Arthur
lu, vice leader and treasurer Rebecca Ng,
spiritual studies Fai-Yu Lai, advisor and
communications Pui Kin Ng Wong. We
encountered numerous issues in our daily
journey. Each of us faced a variety of
problems and the solutions were different.
When we shared our experience in the
fellowship meetings, we learned from one
another and it was quite enjoyable. In
addition, God’s word was an excellent guide
and reference in our discussions to help us
appreciate how wonderful and precious His
teaching were.

The Canaan fellowship has had a long history
in BCBC and has now evolved into a special
fellowship. Half of our members are retired
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while the rest are still practicing their various
professions. This is a special blessing from
God. | remember in Numbers chapter 13,
Moses sent twelve spies to explore the land
flowing with milk and honey; only two
brought back good news. The people
responded according to the majority. As a
result, they wandered in the desert for forty
years. In this world, we also do our best with
our limited knowledge to continuously plan
for our future. Fortunately, we know our real
and living Lord Jesus Christ who gave us new
lives and is someone to rely on in life. He
shows us the way in times of difficulties and
lets us praise Him in awe in happy times. In
our personal lives, He encourages us. In
spiritual matters, He reminds and supports us
endlessly. In our family lives He delivers
extensive teachings. In the world of love, He
gives us unique understanding. In matters of
honesty and self control, He brings us light.
All these are His great love and blessings.

The two spies who got into Canaan gave us
resonance and response. Joshua chapter 14
described Caleb coming to see Joshua to ask
for the land that Moses promised his
descendents and said “As yet | am as strong
today as | was on the day that Moses has sent
me. As my strength was then, even so my
strength now, for war, both to go out and to
come in.” | admire what Caleb was able to
say. We often feel inadequate in dealing
with many issues in life; impacts of new
ideas, sudden changes in society, children
growing up and leaving home and departure
of friends. All of a sudden, everything seems
so grey. The question: “Where is God?”
appears in our mind. However, | know who is
in control of everything and who holds my
hand. At last, before finishing his mission,
the other spy Joshua announced to the
people: “But as for me and my house, we
shall serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:14) In the
past decades, we experienced God’s
numerous blessings. We know they were not
from our luck, but from His grace and love.
Let us all serve our God with our families.
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Mandarin Fellowship:
Life Long Salvation

Yu Hua Wu

Although we receive the best blessings at the
moment when we accept God, we only start
the life-long journey to grow from nursing
babies to adults. Therefore we must renew
our lives to better understand the will of God
and the joy of being with Him. We are not
worthy to receive salvation and new lives,
but through the grace of God we are able to
receive these great gifts. In this process of
maturation, we must continually cleanse
ourselves of all filth, revere God and become
holy. This is a process of growth in depth.
We will encounter all kinds of difficulties
during this journey, but for the sake of the
crown of justice that is full of glory, we are
willing to fight the good war, walk the
necessary roads and guard the word of belief.

The theme of the Mandarin fellowship for
2008 was “Life Long Salvation”. Our
fellowship meetings focused on this theme to
help our members to grow in their spiritual
lives and be bountiful. There were nine small
groups named after the nine fruits of the
Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.

| hope God will continue to lead us and let us
have rich, healthy and blessed lives.
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Articles, Sharing, Tes-

timonies

The New You
Zhang Jian

| would like to share the title of a song called
the "The New You", the lyrics go like this:
“You said your heart feels like cloudy days.
Rainy day is your reaction to life. You said
every day, life is equally calm, with no
confidence in the future. Dear friend, have
you ever, ever watch the stars in the sky,
look forward to someone who understands
your heart, who can love you and give you
the strength to renew. Jesus can renew
everything. Jesus can empathize with your
feeling. He can even change your past.
Jesus loves you, He treasures you, He can
create a brand new you.”

Every time | sing this song, my heart is filled
with joy. Yes, Jesus is my strength, the light
in my life and my soul can rely on Him. | am
no longer sad now that | have Him.

Today, economic disaster is rampant like a
house of cards and nothing seems to be able
to stop it. The housing market is collapsing.
The stock market is crumbling. Jobs are lost.
Everyone is in a bad mood. Some people
start Kkilling others, while others commit
suicide. Irish real estate billionaire Patrick
Rocca shot himself on December 19, 2008
because his net worth shrunk as a result of
the recession. German billionaire Adolf Regal
with net worth of US 9.2 billion was ranked
by Forbes magazine as the 94th richest man
in the world in 2008. He crashed his car into
a train and ended his life on the evening of
Jan 5, 2009 in the city of Ulm in the outskirt
of southern Germany. He was 74. Because of
economic reasons, Keith Douglas of
Scarborough aged 64 killed his 62 year old
wife, 42 year old daughter and 38 year old
son. Before he killed himself, he also killed
his beloved pet dog.

Today, let us think carefully what were the
reasons causing such cruelty in these people?
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In fact, these strange behaviours all stem
from mental factors. The Bible says: we
cannot depend on wealth because it is
unreliable. We will have joy if we rely on
Jesus for eternity. As Christians, the more
difficulties we encounter, the more we need
to adjust our mentality. We cannot let
cloudy day represent our feelings. Neither
can we let rainy day represent our attitude
towards life. It is because we have been
selected to be consecrated. We have faith in
Jesus and love from the Christ. That is why
we look forward to everlasting life.

We may remember in the evening of October
24, brother Yu Hua Wu shared with us that
the bible twice describes “dying without
fear”. The first one is in 1 King 17:12: “And
she said, As Jehovah thy God lives, | have not
a cake, but a handful of meal in the jar, and
a little oil in the cruse: and, behold, | am
gathering two sticks, that | may go in and
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat
it, and die.” The second one is in Esther 4:16
“Go, gather together all the Jews that are
present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and
neither eat nor drink three days, night or
day: | also and my maidens will fast in like
manner; and so will | go in unto the king,
which is not according to the law: and if |
perish, | perish.” If we take the attitude of
“fighting to the death” during difficult times,
we undoubtedly will emerge as the winner as
in David against Goliath and pass through
these difficulties. In the big family of Jesus
Christ, everyone from aristocracy to the poor
can accomplish this, why not us?

On October 26, Rev. Kwok said in his sermon
“we have to face our Goliath”. In 1 Samuel
17:37-38: “David said, Yahweh who delivered
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine. Saul said to David, Go,
and Yahweh shall be with you. Saul clad
David with his clothing, and he put a helmet
of brass on his head, and he clad him with a
coat of mail.” 1 Samuel 17:45: “Then said
David to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with
a sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin:
but | come to you in the name of Yahweh of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom
you have defied.”” Perhaps Goliath was
really a big challenge. On November 3 Rev.
Kwok said in his sermon “We need to face our
Goliath again.” When faced with crises and
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difficulties, gazing on man will result in
failure, while gazing on God will bring
victory.

Today, | would like to share the method of
attitude adjustment: that is, keep Jesus in
your heart and renew yourself.

There was once an old
daughters. One grew up and sold straw
sandals and the other sold umbrellas.
Whenever the sky was blue, the old lady
worried about the daughter selling umbrellas
not able to sell them. Whenever it rained,
she worried about the other daughter not
selling sandals. She lived with worries
everyday. Until one day, someone opened
her eyes by telling her: “When it is sunny,
you should think about the daughter selling
straw sandals doing good business. When it
rains, you should think about how much
better the business is for the other daughter
selling umbrellas. Life is more fun if you
think about the good side.” After hearing
these guiding words, the old lady felt like
waking from a dream and lived with
thanksgiving ever since.

lady with two

There is an old Chinese saying: “the same
falling flowers invoke two different feelings.”
The same flowers fall on the same ground,
but they invoke two different reactions.
Some people lament the loss of such
beautiful flowers, while others are delighted
with the coming harvest of the fruits. Some
people feel depressed after seeing it, while
others are excited.

All of us know of the very beautiful cherry
blossoms in Japan. | have not been to Japan,
but enjoyed the cherry blossoms in Nanjing. |
love the cherry blossom season, more
because the cherry blossoms elicit romance.
They cover the entire tree and look like
colourful clouds. A breeze sends the petals
dancing and flying, then they decend with
such beauty and lightness. They trigger such
passion, yet bring such tenderness and
romance. Strolling through the cherry trees
in sunny spring makes the whole mood
lighthearted. The full blossoms shine in the
sunlight releasing their light and pretty
fragrance. Looking up, you can see that the
tree is full of sparkling, white, blossoms
looking like snow. A few rays of sun pass
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through the space between the blossoms and
shine on your face. The rays seem to have
picked up the colours of the blossoms. Close
your eye, hold out your hands and let the
floating petals brush your face. Gently grasp
the petals that fall on your palm. Quietly
take in the taste of spring with your body and
soul and feel the mood of spring.

There are two perspectives on the falling
cherry blossom. One is like the legend: that
buried under every cherry tree there is a wish
of the spirit of the dead. The cherry
blossoms wilt as soon as they are in full
bloom, barely have time to breath. Life is
like the cherry blossoms. No matter how
much beauty, power and fame one gets, they
will all pass. Therefore, one becomes
depressed and passive towards the world.
Another says that cherry blossoms have
human nature and are romantic. She knows
her life is short and miniscule. Only by
leaving the beauty to the world can people
remember it. Therefore she withers at the
peak of her beauty at full bloom. She
accumulates the energy all winter just to be
able to bloom fully for a short time. Flowers
are like this, what about people?

Rev. Pin On Ju, who performed in the music
mission of “A Even More Beautiful Homeland”
said: whether the Chinese came from
mainland China, Hong Kong or Taiwan, we
will experience the process of plenty in
material, spirit and life. The Bible says: “The
son of man come so you can have life and
abundance. As long as we have the love of
Jesus in our hearts, we will live with
meaning. We will enrich the width of life.”

The current world economic crisis is at the
bottom. We cannot grasp the lifeline of
world economy, as we cannot change the
weather of 30 degrees below zero. Instead of
changing the environment, we should change
our inner state of mind. It is not important
how this world changes. No matter how
turbulent the economy is, how the weather
changes, what is important is our inner
world. Do not fall victim to the allegory of
the outside world and add to your worries. |
hope, brothers and sisters, that your hearts
will hold the love of Jesus Christ, eternal
gratitude, full of faith and life long hope. Our
lives will be filled with vitality, peace and
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joy.

In closing, let me refer to a poem of the
famous Taiwanese poet Mu Rung Ji called
“Comfortable Life”:

Although you cannot change the length of
your life, you can enrich its breadth;

Although you cannot choose you face, you
can show your smile;

Although you cannot influence the
weather, you can change your mood;

Although you cannot predict tomorrow,
you can grasp today;

Although you cannot affect others, you can
master yourself;

Although you cannot succeed in every-
thing, you can do your best in everything

Another Memorable Year

Victor Yee

2008 was another memorable year. | miss
early 2008 when China was full of ice and
snow. Later the Sichuan earthquake was
damaging. Fortunately in the Olympics
event, China had enviable performance and
records. However, at the end of the year the
financial crisis and world wide climate
changes caused wide spread panic.

Genesis 2:19-20: “And out of the ground
Jehovah God formed every beast of the field,
and every bird of the heavens; and brought
them unto the man to see what he would call
them: and whatsoever the man called every
living creature, that was the name thereof.
And the man gave names to all cattle, and to
the birds of the heavens, and to every beast
of the field; but for man there was not found
a help meet for him.”

One of the purposes God created man is to
manage the world, but man continuously
destroys the environment with deadly
weapons and industrial warfare. Today the
global climate has experienced significant
changes. It was not the fault of the creator,
but the sin of mankind, that the world is
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faced with major disasters. Sin  was
mentioned several hundred times in the
bible, beginning with the “original” sin of
Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit.

In early spring of 2009, China had serious
drought in Henan, Shaanxi, Hebei, Shanxi,
Hansu and other areas. They succeeded in
large scale artificial rain generation.
Although the volume was not significant, the
Chinese government announced that it was
somewhat helpful in relieving the drought.

South eastern Australia had the most serious
forest fire in history. The prime minister
described the scene as if there was an atomic
bomb attack, with corpses and wild fire
everywhere. Fire engulfed 200 people like
the purgatory. News from North east
Queensland in Australia, which had serious
floods, reported a young boy walking the dog
was unfortunately dragged away by a
crocodile.

Does hell exist? What do you believe in?

You will discover that interestingly, the bible
describes hell more than heaven. Here are
some passages in the old testament about
hell. Book of Daniel 12:2 says: “And many of
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.” The hell
described here is eternal. lsaiah 66:24 says:
“And they shall go forth, and look upon the
dead bodies of the men that have
transgressed against me: for their worm shall
not die, neither shall their fire be quenched;
and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.”
In this verse, the fire in hell never
extinguishes. Deuteronomy 32:22 describes
hell as where God vents His anger. “For a
fire is kindled in my anger, Burns to the
lowest Sheol, Devours the earth with its
increase, Sets on fire the foundations of the
mountains.” Psalm 55:15 uses an example to
illustrate hell is the territory of evil people.
“Let death come suddenly on them. Let
them go down alive into Sheol. For
wickedness is in their dwelling, in the midst
of them.”

Does hell exist? If the clear teaching of the
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Old Testament is not sufficient, the New
Testament also says a lot. 2 Thessalonians
1:9 tells us: “who will pay the penalty:
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord
and from the glory of his might.” Revelation
14:10-11 teaches us about the anti-Christ:
“he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is prepared unmixed in the cup of
his anger. He will be tormented with fire and
sulfur in the presence of the holy angels, and
in the presence of the Lamb. The smoke of
their torment goes up forever and ever. They
have no rest day and night, those who
worship the beast and his image, and
whoever receives the mark of his name.”
Just like the description in Revelation 20:14-
15, hell is a lake of fire: “Death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. If anyone was
not found written in the book of life, he was
cast into the lake of fire.”

Yes, God loves us (John 3:16) and want to
save everyone (2 Peter 3:9). However, God is
also just - he will not tolerate sin going
unpunished. This is why God sent Jesus to
pay for our debt. The death of Jesus Christ is
infinite, to pay for our infinite debt -
therefore we will not have to pay our debt in
hell for eternity (2 Corinthian 5:21). What
we need to do is to believe in Jesus Christ,
for if we do we are pardoned and promised
an eternal home in heaven. God loves us so
much that he provides us with salvation. If
we refuse His gift of eternal life, we will face
the consequence of this decision - to burn in
hell for eternity.

In every stage of life | seek the prayers for
pardon. Pardon is a precious gift that is hard
to give or receive. Since it can release me
from past sins and inspire hope for the
future, it has great significance. Jesus Christ
became flesh and died to give us salvation. |
pray for God’s forgiveness.

Jesus died on the cross on our behalf so our
sins can be forgiven. He sacrificed himself
for our sins: “for this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for many for
the remission of sins.” Mathew 26:28.

Our loving God knows that our hearts need to
be released from our guilt and conviction. He
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knows our greatest need is to be forgiven for
our sins. With His great love, God not only
suffers for our sins, but also bear the
consequences of our sins, so we can be
forgiven. What we need to do is to accept his
free gift of forgiveness.

Joy of Having the Lord
Huang Ying

| believe everyone is willing to live happily
and be in a good mood everyday. Some think
that optimists are born that way. However, |
know that joy comes from God and is a gift
from Him. So, if you have joy, then thank
God; if you do not, you must pray to God for
it.

Under normal circumstances, people think
that a widow has no reason to be joyful. It
seems a widow should be sad, mournful with
a bleak outlook. As a Christian, my biggest
blessings are to be able to rely on God and
the support from the friends and
congregation of the Church. Looking back
over the years, | have to say to God, “dear
Father, thank you!”

Why does God give joy to His sons and
daughters? It is because “Joy is the good
medicine for the heart, a sad heart causes
the bones to shrivel.” It is because this is
God’s will for us through Jesus Christ. As it
turns out, joyful life is God’s good intention!
Someone will say, “l also want to be joyous,
but cannot bring myself to be joyous.” What
is joy? Do we laugh everyday? Yes, joyous
people do laugh all the time. It is not
entirely true; joy is not superficial laughter,
but it comes from the depths of the heart. It
is an emotion that is durable and can
influence others to have happiness. A joyous
person not only brings her own happiness but
also bring happiness to those around her. It
was said that a company was laying off staff,
but the slowest typist was spared because she
was someone full of joy. How do we get joy?
In addition to continuous prayers, | have a
few concrete practices to share with
everyone:
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@O Hymns

| have a hymn book at home. When | am
depressed, | pick up the book and sing one
hymn after another. To me these hymns
have the magical ability to regulate my
emotions. The tunes are beautiful, holy and
pure. The lyrics are warm and touching. It
feels like God is whispering to me. The knots
in my heart are slowly untied in the pleasant
melody. Recently, | received an old piano for
free. With the accompaniment of the piano,
I can even sing the unfamiliar hymns.
Sometimes when | am too exhausted and
depressed, | do not want to sing or play the
piano but instead | just listen to CD’s. Lying
quietly and listening to the choir, | pray
quietly and think of the Word of God. My sad
and lonely heart receives the biggest comfort
and satisfaction. | really come to realize that
the joy God provides is not something this
world can give, and not to be taken away by
this world.

(® Phone calls

A sister said to me, when you are lonely and
unhappy, think about who is probably lonely
and unhappy and give that person a phone
call. I try doing this in good faith, passion
and personal experience to communicate
with these sisters. Usually | am touched first,
then they are also touched. | feel happy and
they also feel happy. The results are
surprisingly good. As a result, our phone line
is always busy. Then my friends complain
that when they call, the line is always busy. |
jokingly say “Of course, it is hard to connect
because it is a hotline.”

(3 Writing a spiritual diary

| write down my negative emotions, failures
and weakness in the forms of prayers, letters
or diary. | record my inner struggles,
depression and darkness unreservedly. For
me, this is a very healthy release. For
privacy, | tear some of my diary up after
many changes. | know | can talk to God
about my failure and weakness because He
will not abandon me or leave me. God will
conquer all, and He will definitely help me
overcome all failures and walk through the
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valley of life.

Today, | share my experience with you and
hope that in the future years others will
share even more of their experiences. Let us
learn together and have great joy in our lives.

Grace upon Grace
Big Au Young Chiu

Since a Caribbean cruise in February 2008, |
have overcome my deadly weakness of the
psychological fear of seasickness. With that
experience, | had enough courage to board a
ship once again. | would rest securely on
your wings of might, my Lord!

Of course, | went through a long time of
praying. God did not interfere and we went
through all the procedures smoothly. Our
plan succeeded. Oh Lord! Our faith looks up

to you.

On September 7th, 2008 in the company of
my daughter, we flew from Toronto to
Frankfurt, Germany with connection to
Barcelona, Spain. We arrived in Spain in the
morning and had most of the day to roam
freely and to shop. | spent two weeks here
several years ago and still had some
memories left.

In the evening, we finally set foot on
Celebrity Cruise on Century. As soon as we
boarded, staff welcomed us with champagne.
My daughter proceeded to enquire, register
and pay for the packaged tour which included
ten tourist spots in several countries ashore.
After finishing the procedures, we went to
our rooms feeling more relaxed.

Starting from home, after several transfers in
airports, coupled with no real sleep, we were
quite tired. After a bath and some rest, it
was just supper time. We then watched a
show and went back to our cabins to rest and
get ready for the rest of the journey the next
day.

Starting from Marseille, France, we went
through Nice, France, Monte Carlo, Morocco
and Florence and Rome in Italy (we toured
these two cities before and did not plan to
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enter the downtown centres). We only went
for the sales in the nearby shopping malls.

Ajaccio, Corsica was the birthplace of
Napoleon. The long trip included many
places: the British Gibraltar, Tangier of

Morocco, Casablanca, Cape Spartel and
others. Thank God for providing us with
spirit, strength, peace and no accidents.
Although | relied on a walker, | still finished
the entire trip with joy. Blessed Father is full
of boundless grace.

Touring can broaden our knowledge by seeing
different parts of the world, meeting people
of different backgrounds and enjoying the
various customs. The most important part is
that we can experience the great creations of
God and witness the marvel in his deeds. No
wonder a poet said: “God’s hand created all
living things, look at how vast and boundless
the heavens are.”

Monte Carlo of Morocco has the world
renowned large casinos and is the haven of
the world’s rich and royalty. Years ago,
when American famous star Grace Kelly
married the king of the country, it caused a
sensation and became a much-told tale. It
made Monte Carlo famous. Later, Princess
Diana was killed in a car crash and it was
headline news. In Ajaccio, Corsica - the
birthplace of Napoleon, there were bronze
statues and monuments of him everywhere
extolling his accomplishments.  Souvenirs
commemorating him were sold all over the

place on the streets.

Power, fame, money, high position, great
wealth, beauty and status will all fade in the
blink of the eye. It makes me realize these
are nothing but illusions. They are all
unreliable and will eventually disappear. The
world is not my home. Thank God for
remembering me and choosing me. | am but
a visitor passing through. One day | will
return to my heavenly home.

During the journey, | carried Gospel leaflets
with me. It was equally disappointing. On
the cruise ship most of the people we met
were not Chinese. So | continued to pray.
On the night before disembarking, we met a
Chinese couple from England at the doorway
of the restaurant. We nodded and smiled and
as soon as we started the conversation, my
daughter seized the opportunity to hand
them one of the leaflets and said, “This is a
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testimony written by my mother. Please let
us know what you think.” They were happy to
accept it and replied “we will read it
carefully when we return to our cabin. Thank
you.” We chatted for a while and said
farewell to each other. Oh God! Thank you.
You know the thirst of men. You read clearly
our thoughts. My desire is to have the
opportunity to preach the Gospel. | wish the
Lord will give me constant reminders, firm
stance to speak of the Gospel of the Lord, to
spread His message, because | cannot meet
Him with empty hands.

When we reached Morocco in Africa, | felt
that it was very different from Western
countries and people here seemed to have a
bit of mystery. We watched the performance
in the cultural villages. It was very hot that
day and we could get refreshments with the
coupons. There were bottled water produced
locally and cups of drinks in different colours
that were not covered. On the table, there
were also local pastries. | often heard how
health conscious Westerners are, but seeing
the display of food here, it might not be true.
What surprised me was that the people in the
audience never hesitated before they put the
food and drinks in their mouth. However,
we, both mother and daughter, were not so
brave to try. A team of knights performed
with their rifles. They lined up in the
distance carrying their rifles, riding horses at
high speed towards the audience. When they
reached the front of stand they all fired
toward the sky together. All of a sudden,
dust, smoke, fireworks, gunfire and horse
screaming really gave the audience a real
shock. | thought, what would happen if there
was a misfire? It was really dangerous!

| was somewhat disappointed after visiting
the royal palace. | thought it was going to be
like other imperial palaces with magnificent
and luxurious decorations. It turned out to
be simple and ordinary with not a very big
area. The city had many new buildings and
modern houses. Some of them were still
under construction. | actually appreciated
the original old buildings with their unique
style.

The journey ended and we went back to
Toronto. There was still a lot of work since
we took so many pictures and they all needed
to be organized. Although it kept me busy,
after all it is what | love and enjoy. It was all
worthwhile.
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Baptismal Testimonies

Testimony
Chen Ying Peng

| am a new immigrant from Shanghai. My
wife was baptized in 1990 in China, but |
was not. | was in poor health, doing
stressful work, but | supported her going
to church. | could not receive God the
saviour as Lord because of my atheist
education, but | knew then that God was
good. In 2003, we came to visit my son in
Canada and went to a Chinese Canadian
combined church in Etobicoke. That was
the first time | heard God’s words. After
we left Canada, | did not go to church
anymore. In April 2007, we immigrated to
Canada and settled in Brampton, but we
did not know of a church nearby. My wife
often mentioned to me the church she
used to pray in. God did not abandon His
lost sheep. One day when | was walking
with our grand daughter, Rev. Kwok drove
pas and turned around to greet and
introduced himself to us. | was very
excited that day and told my wife this
news. We went to church the same
afternoon and were warmly greeted by
Rev. Kwok. Since then we have been
coming to this church to worship God,
learn His word, open my heart and attend
Sunday school led by Mrs. Kwok. On April
19th, 2009, after hearing Rev. Liu Min
He’s sermon and God’s victory over his
decade long drug addiction, | was so
moved that | stood up and received Christ
as my saviour right then and there. | will
study God’s words using the standard of a
true follower of God to become salt and
light in this world. | will praise the Lord
and worship Him. | will spread the

54



Y6 > BIFE - MBIE  SEEMEVRIE - BiYnE
= o HFAREAIEED -

1§ ® AR 35 &
EH

oo = HRER SRR » BRI _E=E
_FRANREBRE  MEREREBEIA
TE B+ T 2R INEREES TR
BRI » #AERESBHR
TEEZHN  BIDARFMRZEREZ
BESHTENENMNIREE TEZTHNEE
FTE 4l » FIUARERXEBNEEBE
B EREERNEEEZARRMOZE
& » JREBHENETE—INSREE » BE
EINE  BEERSRBRRIGTERE
HHERE ¥ —&139L - B SIS ROV
i Be—BREEMEWREHRIRE @ 8
MitERERREN—95E  HEENX
5 JEEEHB%%E@{TWTJ o BIFAIF R RRED
IREFRBVING » alfeRAZEEIENSE »

ELFR T EIDNR » Bal—BA MY
H @ S8 — AR ENELIRE - BFE—
HEKEWETF » MEAFERDEIERE - M
BESEEE » R FHMEBIERAREE S
BE - IEREILEPIBEIRAETE - EHRR
EEEANAIER - S| EIREIMAIR - FIZN
= BEERANMRIIRE TR - $HRE THKEE -
HR—EIVBRTE » SRABEB S a1

AR - EERIINFEEEFEIVEFAIR
Lo F—RNNENREEER » HE—NREE|
BCENEEFENA » NMEBTFE - BFIR
2 EREIERFIBNNER  E—X 0O
BREIR 3 i SaIARE » MEREHERTER
ERTEME TEEE » (FRNEE T EBNAEE
MNETHERE @ (BN ERELSEZ ST

55

Gospel.

Thank you for your help and concerns.

Faith Will Save You

Cao Yue

| learned about Jesus from my mother,
who was baptized in 2002. Two years
later, my father, who had been a
Communist Party member for over 40
years, also followed my mother’s
footsteps and got baptized. Although at
the time | had already left home and was
thousands of miles away, | could still
sense the joy of new lives and change
because of my parents’ faith. | had good
feelings about the God my parents
believed in. So when my mother said she
hoped that | could receive Jesus, | agreed
right away, but | did not realize this was
going to take six whole years for me to
finish this journey of the heart. For me to
finally stand here today, | had to go
through much struggle. When | first left
home, | received letters from my mother
regularly, and at the end of the letter,
there is always a sentence: “My beloved
daughter, may Jesus be with you.” At
the time, | was only moved by my
mother’s feeling, but could not
appreciate its true meaning. Although
there has been so much grace of God in
my life, | have not known him and missed
the chances of new life time and again. |
was like a lost sheep, completely
unaware of the dangers around me and
was ignorantly content. However, Jesus
Christ never left me or stopped his plan
to save me. At the most painful and
helpless moment in my life, He led me to
His family and this church. | found a home
for my heart and help in this church. |
was like a lonely traveler who found a
partner, making the long journey light
and joyful. After one of the sermons of
the pastor, | saw my sins for the first
time. | was not only sinful, but full of
many sinful acts. When | truly repented,
God showed me his wonderful power to
change the colour of the whole world for
me. | can now see hope and the meaning
of life. | decided to become a Christian
from then on.
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2008 was supposed to be a great year of
harvest for me, but | met the lowest time
of my life. My employer passed away,
which created doubt in me on the
meaning of life. Human nature seemed so
miniscule and vulnerable in disasters. |
once said to myself that if life was to be
so painful when it ends, | would rather
commit suicide. My parents in China were
in poor health and | had a crisis in my
personal life. My new job was so
challenging that it almost made me lose
my self confidence. But today, | want to
say that 2008 is my lucky year. This year,
this month, and this day will be a day |
will remember and celebrate for the rest
of my life. On this day, | have received
new life. | have never had such deep
feelings and | have never been so close to
Jesus Christ.

| realize that being baptized is just the
beginning of a spiritual life. | will have
many challenges, but | strongly believe
that “faith brings salvation”. So | put
everything in God’s hands, and | will
finish the good battle in victory under the
guidance of God, with the help and
support of our brothers, sisters, pastors
and friends. All glory be to God! May
Jesus be with us.

Testimony
Lu Yi Lian

Dear brothers and sisters:

My name is Lu Yi Lian from Xin Yang,
Henan province of China. | came from
Dalian to visit my son and his family. |
was brought up in a mainly atheist
country and never stepped inside a
church there. My son mailed me a copy of
the Bible a few years ago, but | just
glanced over it without much
understanding. | came to this church with
my son after | came to Canada and was
warmly welcomed the first time | came.
When | saw so many happy faces, | asked
if that was because of God. | got to know
God after coming to this church several
times and through hearing the sermons by
the pastors. | know there is only one real
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God in this world, and He created the
universe. This God provides for us and
loves us. He so loved us that he sent his
only son Jesus to this world, to die on the
cross for our sins. Jesus Christ was
resurrected the third day. He cleanses
our sins with his blood so that we have
eternal life. Because we believe in Jesus,
we will get what we ask of Him. | still
remember that my leg suffered serious
pain last December. | prayed to God with
my concerns over lack of insurance
coverage and worries that my illness
might incur financial burden to my son. |
asked for God’s help with my illness. A
few days later, God gave me an
opportunity to receive treatment from
Dr. Liu Yuhua from our church. On the
way to her clinic, | prayed to God, “God,
please enable Dr. Liu to cure my illness.”
After a few treatments, | felt much
better, but | was still unable to come to
church. One day my whole family went to
church except me, so | was quite sad.
With the Bible in my hands, | knelt down
to pray to God, “God, | so long to go to
church to praise you and study your
words, so please heal my legs with your
own hands so | can go to church next
week.” God heard my prayer, and | was
able to come to church the next Sunday. |
truly believed in God from then on. Later
when Rev. Kwok and an old sister came to
visit me, | openly received Jesus as my
saviour. I’m very pleased today to be
baptised. Today is an unforgettable day
for me. | want to live in Jesus Christ.
Although | am a sinner, I’'m willing to
improve with all of you, to study and
follow the words of God. After | go back
to China, | will spread the good news to
my relatives and friends. May the grace
and love of God and the Holy Spirit be
with us all. Amen!

The Way, The Truth and
The Life

Xin Lei Wang

Jesus says: "I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father
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but through Me.” John 14:6

It was 20 some years ago when | first
heard God’s words. | was still an
elementary school student who liked to
listen to the radio before sleeping. One
day | heard a unique voice on the radio
and found it pleasant, but | could not
quite understand the message. The next
day, when | mentioned it to my friends, |
was told that | had heard an enemy’s
propaganda station and was threatened
with possible arrest by the security
office. | was scared, but my curiosity
made me tune to that station a few more
times. | heard no words against the
Chinese government, only some words
like Matthew, Jesus Christ, Paul, all those
foreign names, which bored me because
they were not interesting. When | entered
Christian church for the first time in
Canada, | realized that what | had heard
20 years before was from the Bible. The
Word of God sowed a seed in my young
heart, which had been waiting for the
right time to grow.

| would like to say a few words about my
background because one’s faith has a lot
to do their family background. | was born
in a revolutionary cadre’s family. My
father joined the army when he was only
9 and joined the Communist Party when
he was only 14. He was brought up by the
Communist Party and army. My mother
was born in a declined family of landlord,
but she left this family to start her
revolutionary career. In such a family,
only Communist theory and Marxist,
Maoist theories were allowed, no ideas
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were allowed that could be anti-
Communist Party. Any kind of worship of
gods was prohibited. My father often
reminded us that without the Communist
Party, there could be no him, and no us
as a result, so we must love the party and
our parents. If we could not do both, we
had to choose the party over our parents.

Such a family taught me that the party
was the road, the truth, and the life, and
I made it my life’s goal to work hard for
the cause of the party. In my elementary
and middle school years, my motto was to
study for the rise of the Chinese nation.
However, with the influx of Waestern
culture during the years of China being
opened to the outside world, my faith
was shaken and | had a crisis with it. My
original faith was fading away and
replaced with complete suspicion of all
things. | was often confused with my
quest for who | am and what | am in this
world for. From a worldly point of view, |
am not aggressive for money and power,
which have received great emphasis in
society, but | often live with
contradictions. | feel out of place in this
world and even entertained suicidal
ideas. My confusion became worse after |
graduated from university. In my
workplace of an adult educational
institution in Guangdong, | was troubled
by filthy and sinful things everywhere

around me, which completely
disappointed me. My faith from childhood
had totally disappeared. What a

miserable life without faith. It was a dark
life, like a tiny leaf in an endless and
tumultuous ocean: aimless, helpless, and
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conflicted. | did not want to live such a
life, but | had nowhere to turn either. |
found no comfort in my work, my
colleagues, my party, even in those
seemingly noble scholars. | indulged in
parties and drinks and material pleasure,
but later found myself in more emptiness
and despair.

| came to Canada with mixed feelings
about China. The LINC School | attended
was in a Chinese Christian church, so |
started attending their gatherings. | fell
in love with the Bible the first time | saw
it in this church. However, the bible was
just another book on morality for me and
I even considered it partially
superstitious, especially when | read
Revelation.

In 2004, | met a Jehovah’s Witnhess
believer through a friend and studied the
Bible with her for over two years until
2006. We moved to Brampton, so my
teacher could not come to visit me
anymore, but she introduced another
teacher here. Thank God for not leaving
me; otherwise, | would be in the church
across the road being misled by heresies.
| started to come to this church at my
husband’s request, and from then on the
seed in my heart began to grow. Bible
studies, gatherings, fellowships, and
other activities changed my heart.

| was weak in faith and hard in heart, full
of sins. Even though the hand of God
often softly touched me, bringing me to
tears several times, | still resisted Him.
Three times | accepted Jesus publicly,
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but every time | regretted it. | often
struggled between two voices: one saying
that Jesus is the road, the truth, and the
life; the other stopping me from believing
in him. | was being torn apart by these
two voices. Gradually, one voice became
lower and this is when | attended Gospel
Camp. | raised my hand again when the
pastor called, and only this time | was
completed conquered by Christ. My tears
poured out the moment | raised my hand
and | was sweating hard when others
were in thick clothes. | felt struck by the
Holy Spirit. | thank God for opening my
heart and giving me a new life.

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.” The Lord has
taught me to appreciate what | took for
granted before, and to treasure what |
have now, including pain and
misfortunes. God works all things with his
own reasons.

The Lord has elected me to take this
righteous path to truth and rich life.

| thank the pastors and their wives, and
brothers and sisters, because you are the
people God used to save me.

| have been living a smooth life, but | do
not know my road ahead; however, |
know | am not afraid because | know in
whom | believe.

May glory be to our heavenly Father.
Amen!
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Freedom
Aileen Wang

My husband and | went to New York at the
end of 1997. My husband liked to go to
church, but | never went, because | was
working at a nail salon on Sundays and was
not interested in church. After we came to
Toronto, we started going to church at the
persistent requests by friends whom we did
not want to disappoint. | found the sermons
good to hear. With more and more friends
baptized, | started wondering if it was
suitable for me to come to church.

I am not a self-centered person; in fact, | had
been obedient to my mother from a very
young age to graduation from university,
having never gone off limits. | had my own
ideas, but | tried not to do anything to bring
worry or shame to my mother. | was
constantly feeling constrained. When | got
married, | lived a short-lived sense of having
a life of my own. Very quickly, | found myself
in another besieged city, especially when |
had my daughter, who brought me happiness
and also a loss of the freedom for which |
yearned in heart. That freedom seemed to
bedrifting away from me day by day.

Because | did not to want to be constrained, |
decided to attend a church without formal
affiliation.

My daughter grew up with the growth of my
concerns for her. Every time | talked to my
good friends, they advised me to send my
daughter to church. Even though | did not
want to be limited by church, | wanted my
daughter to have a rich spiritual life with
faith. One day my husband told me that there
was a church close to our home, so | made a
phone call, and then came to BCBC to get to
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know everyone.

After | got to know Mrs. Kwok and other
sisters, | found this church special with some
kind of attraction to me. Mrs. Kwok’s bible
study sessions gave me new knowledge about
the bible. | was both enlightened and
confused when we discussed “freedom from
sins”. | was not clear about how to get
freedom amongst so many rules and laws of
God whom we must follow without
questioning.

| was constantly bothered by this thought so |
tried to discuss Christ with sisters here. One
sister told me that happiness is being simple.
How could | be simple without affecting
people around me? | started to seek answers
from the bible. My closed heart was
beginning to be opened, and God opened my
rusty heart through the teachings of Mrs.
Kwok. | felt a sense of release that | had
never experienced before, just like what is
said in a song, “open the darkest corner of
my heart to let the light of Jesus in.” |
started to admit that | was a sinner, and now
| felt a spiritual being in me. Matthew 7:7-9
says, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you”.

At the same time | also realized that freedom
takes its own path, and if you deviate from
this path, you’re going astray from freedom.
This path is what Jesus built for me in his
blood.

“You must know truth for truth will set you
free.” Jesus’ words in John 8:32 made me
realize that the real truth is in the kingdom
of God, and it is true freedom to seek the
truth. We will surely enjoy complete freedom
if we live under God’s words. Men feel bound
because they do not listen to God’s words
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and have sold themselves to sin. Believing in
God frees us from worldly sins and sufferings.
This is peace, happiness and freedom.

| rely on God’s Word and power to cleanse my
heart so that | can have a new life in the light
of God and have freedom in the spiritual
world.

If to receive Jesus means to go into a tunnel,
| would rather go into this tunnel, because |
consider it as God’s guidance and protection
so that | will not be overcome by Satan’s
temptation. The spiritual power shows me
that at the end of the tunnel are endless
light, eternal happiness and truth, and real
freedom in God.

Thank the Lord for leading me into a whole
new world. | have clearly heard God’s call
and seen the light in darkness through my
soul and heart.

| want to thank our pastor and Mrs. Kwok,
sisters for their spiritual help, and for the
understanding and tolerance of my husband
and daughter.

Testimonial
Xiong Hui Bing
Brothers and sisters,

My name is Xiong Huibing, a stubborn old man
in our church. More than ten years ago, my
wife Chen Qi and | were the earliest mainland
Chinese to come to this church. Because of
my work, | brought numerous new immigrants
to our church. Most of them have become
Christians and some of them were even
trusted with important positions in the
church. Others have moved to other areas,
but they have since been serving in their
local churches.

My wife Chen Qi and my daughter Sophie
have been baptized successwelfv) | have also
made up my mind to get baptized, but
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somehow it ended in miscarriage. Time flied
and more than ten years have passed since |
first came in touch with our church. | am still
wandering outside, believing that God has
already given me an optimistic attitude and a
life loving heart, an enthusiastic indulgence
in sports and a fun loving character.
Therefore, | did not think it was necessary to
get baptized.

From last year to this year, my mother-in-law
and my own mother passed away. Whenever
| pass by my mother-in-law’s cemeteg , |
would think upon the meaning of life and end
of life. Everything in this life, i.e. happiness,
misfortune, glory and wealth all come to
ashes. What a comfort and release of fear if
there is an expectation of an eternal life in
heaven in the face of disease and death.

A couple of years ago, my friend and
classmate from university Chen Songyan fell
ill and passed away, like some other young
people that | know. It keeps reminding me
that worldly life is short and full of mishaps.

| have been impressed how life as a Christian
has changed my wife and my daughter for the
better bJI submerging themselves in God’s
love and enjoying every session of their
church activities. However, | did not have
the sense of urgency to get baptized. One
time, my wife told me that my daughter
Sophie was worried about what would haﬁpen
if 1 got into a bad accident or something.
Then we could not be together if Daddy is not
baptized. My daughter’s wish had a strong
impact on me. 0 have Eeople worrying
about our future is a nice thing. | can see
lots of benefits in being a Christian from my
wife and my kids. My son Daniel has to pray
before he goes to bed and it is a blessing to
hear my son’s prayers. You come to know
what is on his mind, whether he is looking at
changing something or improving somethmgﬁ
| also believe that being Christian for bot

parents is good for the kids and good for the
long lasting family relationship.

| have been saying that it is just a matter of
time for me to get baptized. Long term
persistence in participating in different
church activities such as soccer team, volley
ball, camping, mandarin fellowship, family
bible study, etc., has imperceptibly
influenced me. | like the love and happiness
displayed by brothers and sisters.

| would like to thank brothers and sisters for
)]/_our continued attention and friendship.

hank you for your persistence and
R\erseverance, especially Pastor Kwok and

rs. Kwok. They never gave up on me. They
never pushed me excessively, but | can feel
the friendly attention and expectation. This
worked very well with me. Pastor Kwok has
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been mentioning that | have brought
numerous brothers and sisters to the church,
and contributed to the growth, especially the
growth of the Mandarin fellowship, but
adding that my own baptism and formal
declaration to be a Christian would give the
church a reason to celebrate. It even gave
him more confidence to convert more
hardcore non-believers to Christian in the
future. | think | should no longer be an
obstacle at the gate of heaven for some
people who have been looking at me as a bad
example. | remember one of the sisters
getting baptized today said half jokin_%ly,
‘You jump, | jump; You quit, | quit.” This
time, | can never allow myself another
miscarriage. A millennium iron tree is finally
blossoming now.

After all, we have nothing to lose. What is
the big deal? What is so frightening about
being bathed in God’s love? What is so bad
about having a heavenly life to look forward
to after our short life on earth?

| still have my doubts and still need to learn a
lot to have a better understanding of
Christianity. = However, | understand that
believing in God means believing in God
without having to understand everything and
get every question answered and proved.
When something is proved, what we have left
to do is to admit, not to believe. Believing is
before proving.

My slow motion in getting baptized is also
because | feel that | am still far from being a
ood Christian, | need to improve on a lot of
ronts to be a good Christian, but now |
believe that declaring myself to be a
Christian can help me to improve faster. |
used to either work or play sports on
Sundays, but now when | designate Sunday as
a day devoted to Church and family, | feel a
lot more comfortable and more at home
coming to church on Sunday. | still need to

learn to enjoy every minute in church
activities.
| have a lot to learn to improve. But | am

going to try harder. Your help with m
improvement will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

Testimony
Zhang Ji Qiao
Dear brothers and sisters:

My name is Zhang Ji Qiao from Xin Yang,



BRI - HEARTE —ERIEER B RV
e FERBEARGEHE - BIRSEE—%
BENE  TBRREBEERT » REA
NBER » AREKEFFERKE - 2REERR
FRIEERLAE  R=XWS 5 E£H
2 TXHSBUIRHER T ANDRIRMHYEE
55 ERE CRE—(EEENW  tEEEE
BARBEAME T SYEVME, 73 5 Kt AL
BEFERAHEEETFRLE ) =018
& REIIRIFIETE - HRENRER
EZNE » ERRZREE) - B—RBUERE
SHF o NNVWERBERFRE S - BB
B BIAL ) ERFBRERODI@NTRE » 57
[T > K SEHE > IERERE 1 &K
LSS » BARB ITI3E > BRIEBEHAEX
TELEIRFIARIE T8 - EIRBRIVH &R » 50
WEMFIZBRIB (2R ET - BRI — A HRIT
FHRHEE  EBEIEEARE N EEN
BERHE - ERRZEE - mERIER
e > LRGN ZERER AR FREYRE
HENTE [ RERYR ) - FREGHEESER - 17
KERBIREVBEZE » SLEFIIBIAIZE » KA
ETHIERET - i5THNE  BREE - [
BRI » BURERE —EZBAGIR -
BRI RIMRENHS » LU L8R - 25E
EREAE BRI > fIPS | HIHAR -

B R EOPIE MR SE

AR TEE

BHEER - B

RN LIBLRFT » RIS - BT » 158
ZEENRENE - ISR T H - BRIFMX

RBYRL » B/REARERI—8 » SKIL
RISYLASEE » SEETRBITEREAE » TeE—1E

67

Henan province of China. | came to Canada to
visit my son. | used to be a complete
materialist and scorned those who discussed
God with me. Sometimes | was even offended
by it, because | felt | had a wonderful life
with a healthy family, and | did not need to
pray to any god. After | came here, my son
and daughter in-law wanted me to come to
church, so we came to attend Sunday Bible
study a few days after our arrival. Here |
learned a lot about God’s words. The Bible
teaches us that there is an all mighty God in
dominion over the whole universe. This loving
God sent his own son Jesus Christ to die for
our sins. Jesus was resurrected three days
later, and cleansed our sins with his blood. |
was moved by the glorious love of God. One
day | hurt my waist when carrying my grand
son and it was so painful that | could hardly
bear it. Then our whole family prayed for me,
asking God to cure me. The prayer lasted for
a few days and it worked. My pain suddenly
disappeared. | believed in God after this.
When | was ill, Rev. Kwok and sister Zhai
came to visit me. They gave me a book called
“Meditation on Wheelchair”. Dr. Liu Yuhua
also gave me a book to help me read the
Bible. These books helped me a lot and |
thank them here. | now announce that |
accept Jesus as my saviour. | pray to our
heavenly father, praise Him and ask for His
forgiveness. | will repent my sins, and | ask
God to allow me to do so. | ask God for more
wisdom, blessings, and protection in my life.
I will give my life to God until | see Him. This
prayer is in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen!

The Most Beautiful Bless-
ing — Baptism Testimony

Zhang Ke Jian
Good morning and happy Thanksgiving!

I thank God for choosing me on this day full
of thanksgiving and from so many people on
earth to become His eternal child, to become
a member of His family. May all glory be to
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the Lord.

Of all the blessings one can have in his or her
life, | consider this the greatest that | have
met Jesus and accepted Him as my savior.

Happy Childhood

Although | was born in a mountainous area far
away from the city, | was fortunate to grow
up happily in new China because | had the
love of my parents. When | was young, | liked
to see movies, especially war movies—those
movies about loyalty and audacity of those
Communist Party members and their spirit of
sacrifice and fearlessness in the face of
death. | was occupied with this kind of
images as a little child, which was the basis
of my later Communist ideal.

Confused Age of Youth

After | entered college, with the increase of
knowledge and thinking ability, | wanted
intellectual growth as well. On campus in
those days, the only option to satisfy my
desire was the Communist theory. | learned
that this theory was founded on scientific
discoveries, e.g. the Darwinist evolutionary
theory, and this foundation was solid. Besides
it also satisfied people’s desire for a better
future. Therefore, | considered it a correct
decision to become a glorious Communist
Party member. | handed in my application in
my second year, and was admitted as a party
member in the fourth year.

After | graduated from college, | was busy
with both research and party missions. | was
appointed Secretary of a Party branch, which
required me to live up to the high standards
of the Communist Party. However, as | grew
older, my suspicion increased as well about
my faith. Every time when | was atop a
mountain with far-reaching views of the sky, |
could not help being amazed by the
miraculous combination of stars and planets
in time and space, knowing that a minute
difference of any one of them could cause
their mutual destruction into ashes. When |

68



FREER RSB R B » [BHE0an - 5ELA
F » BEAE—KEVEKREEENAENE
1= - PGS IIFERE - MREINEA IR
BHVASLEEDEG - BEEEOIRTEERIVE
EIHEEXERESIERES -

F= BB AR » BHICICERER » 85K
FENY  BXEEER  BE—EE—E
WEIR » AEREFHEINE » BRFEFNA]
8 - BENERER PR » BE R
LB ZEEFKE  #HEBAGR » TE
EMEA : —EEREMTEEREE -
WKE » —EESFEMTREENSE - i
£ REHRAENERNAENE » &
ELE THRAHER » HEay=ig R IIE
WAREFIGHCKIERIE i - MR RIFEFIES
SHBERLABENTRINEN LA NEYFE
B MEHIREEFRRIVKRE » HEVED
BRI -

SLE - TEEE YOkt » gJEHE
IRBVEIE » EIRHYEEHENR?

SLEHYFE

“EECH BRHKAHFEZL S FEBER
REGHER  SEZmMD > E—EE2H
H - MBERLNEEEHRMEAE > His
BERET—& » BESALTEEN > WH
—FRIEEZ A T RIEGSHTI  RES
EAEMNZERRGE - ER - HE#HE LR
g) » ARSI EEIZARIDME - FURFHIR
HHEEEMIRSENRFPTTE - BREIR
T HRB—EBEMEHAESR - E155

&5 e

“EENFE - ERREEE T TFIRE
EEMEAHNZ - HFFRREBENEAE

69

was overwhelmed by the running rivers, |
could not help wondering who was the one
behind all such natural wonder and who was
the creator of all such great nature. | sensed
that there should be a supernatural force in
control of this universe.

However, in this world, many people consider
themselves to be gods so they do not believe
the real God. The only way for so many so-
called gods to co-exist is to fight each other,
to be led astray by worldly desires and greed,
leaving some with emptiness and others with
a useless search for faith in Daoism and
Qigong, and yet others to debauchery and
gambling. Life has become nothing but a
game for many or a place for monetary
pursuit for some. They believe in the gods of
fortune, which has led so many such believers
to the road of crime and destruction.

To me, busy daily life in pursuit of career
success, abundance of life, realization of one
goal after another did give me some sense of
achievement, but it was so short-lived,
usually followed by emptiness and
disappointment. As they say, there are two
kinds of people in China: those who have
nothing they desire—this is called
disappointment, and those who have all they
desire—this is called hopelessness. For this
reason, | was deeply perplexed about the
purpose and meaning of life because worldly
happiness and success could not satisfy my
desire for good, and knowledge and wealth
could not give me peace and faith. | lost my
original faith.

Confucius said: “I’d die satisfied in the
evening provided | saw Dao (truth) in the
morning.” But where was the truth and Dao |
was seeking?

Happy Mid-Life

In 2002, with good hope for the future, our
whole family landed in Toronto. Every
Sunday, some warm-hearted Christians
always came to invite us to their church. | did
go to church gatherings, but | was there as if
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| was at some meetings because | showed no
interest in true faith. | could not even bow
down my head to pray for | felt | was
speaking to the air. Of course, | was
occasionally moved, for example when Yuan
Zhi Ming came to preach in Canada; | was
even deeply touched by the Word of God. But
| could not bring myself to Jesus to receive
him. It was not easy for me because | was a
rational man.

In the end of 2006, | was brought to BCBC by
a friend, where, for some reason | felt a long-
lost sense of happiness as if this church
became a resting place for me in this fast-
changing world. | could catch my breath
here. | came to understand God more through
regular gatherings at this church. My faith
was gradually being built and confirmed
through pastors’ sermons, fellowship
activities and testimonies of brothers and
sisters. The lively discussions in Life Group,
patient and clear explanations of our group
leader, brother Baishun clarified many of my
confusions. The grace of the Lord, through
the love of brothers and sisters, satisfied my
needs deep in my heart like never before.

It suddenly occurred to me that the happiness
| had been so desperately seeking was not
unattainable—it was actually simple to come
by, it was by my side every day. | was not in
want of happiness itself; | was in want of a
heart that belongs to God, a heart that can
enable me to experience happiness. | could
never have found such a heart without the
guidance of God. For this, | give thanks to
God.

On May 12 this year, a horrible earthquake in
China brought down mountains and buildings
and claimed thousands of lives, leaving the
whole land full of bloody bodies and crying
children. | was saddened beyond words by the
miserably painful scenes, and for the first
time, | witnessed the fragility of life, the
helplessness of human beings, which also
brought me to the awareness of the glory of
the all-mighty God. For the first time, |
experienced the entry of the Holy Spirit into
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my life. This holy power conquered my
previous mental resistance to God that was
solely made up of limited human knowledge
and worldly wisdom. Oh, God, | want to
humble myself in front of you and repent for
your forgiveness. When | opened the Bible
again to Psalm 104, the scripture says: “Who
looketh on the earth, and it trembleth; He
toucheth the mountains, and they smoke.” |
now have the answer because | knew the
earthquake was nothing but a glance of God
at earth. My previous pleasure and pride for
having climbed to the top of a mountain now
seemed so sinfully ignorant. God could have
sent me off the cliff even then.

On August 8th, | attended the Gospel Camp
for Overseas Chinese and was enlightened
and fulfilled with the messages of the
speaker. When Dr. Zhang Rumin said in his
sermon: Jesus says “l am the way, the truth,
and the life, and without me no one can go to
the father.” My tears poured out beyond
control. The truth was there that | had been
seeking so hard for so many years. | decided
to accept Jesus as my savior, because Jesus is
the only way to God. | want to be part of the
road construction, making straight the path
ahead of me. With this path, the salvation of
Jesus will fall on us sinners and on us who are
lost.

The light of Jesus Christ shines upon my road
ahead so | have no worries and fears but
happiness and joyfulness. Jesus is the
greatest treasure of my life and the best gift
ever given to me. May my testimony be your
blessing as well. Thank you.

Testimony - Mar. 16,
2008

Michael Zhang

Brothers and sisters, first of all thank God for
this opportunity to share my baptismal

testimony here with you.

I came from Chingdu, China. My family and |
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only started getting in touch with Christianity
actively and passively 8 years ago. Actively
refers to going to Sunday services
occasionally; passively refers to the various
people spreading the gospel at our door. At
that time, | only had very limited
understanding of Christianity, the Bible, God
and Jesus. My heart was full of curiosity, but
only treated it as religion to guide people
toward doing good, and a more advanced
religion at best. Christians do not worship
idols. Compared to most of the Eastern
religions, it promotes love and equality
between people. That is why the societies in
Western countries are more civilized in
contrast to the Eastern ones.

Although my heart felt good about
Christianity, | was not able to accept the fact
that there is only one true God who is
almighty, begotten and that He created and
reigns over everything. | steadfastly believed
all along that there no gods and no ghosts in
this world. There was never any saviour and
that we could not rely on deities and
emperors. If you wanted to succeed, you
must depend on yourself. It seemed to have
an air of heroism of revolution. | was deeply
absorbed and often motivated. | even
thought that Christianity was just a beautiful
idealism of mankind. They wanted to
constrain their behaviours and thoughts, and
to achieve truth, kindness and beauty. So
they created this almighty god to restrain
themselves and give something for people to
fear.

About half a year ago, our good friends and
neighbours at the time, Li Xiao Dong & Zhu
Dan, brought us to a bible study class and the
church (BCBC). My wife Zhong Ying loved the
church and decided to accept the Lord and
be baptized as a Christian. In contrast, |
passively dealt with things and could not find
the feeling. Since my wife did not drive, |
took her to the service every Sunday in
church, but | would rather wait in the car
than join her. At that time, although | was
not totally willing, | had to save face and
show up at the bible study classes and
fellowship meetings. For the same reason of
not losing face by not knowing the answers in
the bible studies, | started to spend some
time to read the bible. As time passed, | did
not resent the various church activities. The
joy on the faces of the Pastor, his wife and
the brothers and sisters in church started to
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influence me, but | still refused to believe in
the existence of God. |Inside, | felt the
urgency. | thought that | might not believe in
the Lord my entire life. God did not abandon
me. Starting in the second half of last year,
the brothers and sisters in the bible study
group prayed for me frequently. Rev. Kwok
specifically prayed for the opening of my
heart. My wife was also praying for me and
suggested that | tried to pray: My Lord, | am
willing to open my heart. If you really exist,
let the Holy Spirit enter me. | am willing to
let you be my saviour.

| remember one day several months ago at
around midnight, | was reading an article
about phase lock loop. As | was reading, |
thought of the relationship between God and
mankind and how similar it is with this phase
locking principle! God’s standard is the input
or reference of this system and the behaviour
and deeds of people are the output and
reflection of this system. If you want to be
included in this relationship between God and
people, you must believe in the existence of
God and accept His standard. Secondly, you
must admit your sins. At this point, my spirit
experienced a great shock and amazement. |
felt God was in front of me. My tears were
rushing out unstoppably. | said to God, “Oh
Lord, | know | was wrong and | repent. |
admit | am a sinner. Oh Lord, you are the
creator of all things, you are almighty. You
are in control of everything. You are just and
loving. You are my only saviour!”

That night it was amazing. | felt the earth
shattering power when the Holy Spirit
descended and entered me. | could not sleep
all night. Thank God, although | did not
accept Him for eight years, the great God did
not abandon me. | never imagined God would
use this unique method to let me believe in
Him.

Looking back in the eight years on the road to
belief, | deeply realize His great love and
great might. God loves people and He never
abandons anyone. We must repent our sins
because sins bring death. We can never save
ourselves with our limited power. We must
believe in His word, look up to Jesus on the
cross (He is the light that shines upon the
gentiles). He is the only saviour who brings
us new life.
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Testimony

Tom Zhang

Hi. My name is Tom Zhang. | have been here
at this church for about almost 3 years. | had
no previous contact or experience with
Christianity before (coming to church). | did
not grow up in a Christian family until quite
recently. My mom has been a Christian for
more than 2 years and my dad has just
believed (in Jesus Christ) recently. My family
has been introduced and invited to this
church by another friend. | remember very
clearly on my first day to this church. That
morning | didn’t want to get up to come to
church however my mom started getting
aggravated so | was fine I’'ll try this out once.
| also remembered that saying to my parents
I’ll never come to this church again while we
were in the car on the way here (the first
time). However in spite of this, when | first
arrived here, | was treated with a kindness
and kindheartedness that is without
comparison by anywhere else. So then |
decided to come here for the next weeks and
so on. The church is like your second family,
they really care about you wholeheartedly
and they help you with your problems and are
the best of friends if you need one. My way to
know God and accept Jesus Christ as my
savior is more of a long process then a story.
It was more passively than dramatically. At
first what encouraged me to know God was
the friendliness atmosphere created by the
people who knew God, also their better
human conscience and a better person in
general. Then | understood there was more
than that. Subsequently, | discovered and
learned more about God and his nature itself,
how he died for us, how he care for us with
his unfailing love and how he created us and
much more. | thought that it is only fair then
that we love him in return, worship him, try
to follow his laws and live a full human life.
There are many experiences that enhanced
my relationship and my “walk” to God. One
example of this is the retreats, especially the
last winter retreat with the teens. That really
encouraged me to become baptized and have
better faith in God.

“Dear children, let us not love with words or
tongue but with actions and in truth” -- 1
John 3:18 | think this bible verse is important
because nowadays, many people says what
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they will do but doesn’t do it.

While baptism’s real meaning is accepting
Jesus Christ as your savior, many people have
different secondary beliefs about what
baptism means. For me, | believe that
baptism is like the mark that signifies that
you believe in God and will try to follow his
laws and also the end of the just the
beginning of your walk towards the light/
God.

One of my main problems with living a full
Christian life and following God’s word is that
| am sometimes a “Part-time Christian.” For
example, | try to be a good Christian in
church but | don’t when | am at home or at
school. Sometimes | forget about God
completely when | am hanging out with my
friends. My of my future commitments is that
to become a full time Christian and know and
consider things as that God is everywhere and
try to live to his laws outside church because
God is everywhere.

Baptismal Testimony
Victor Ku

Hi, my name is Victor Ku and | have received
Jesus Christ as my lord and saviour. John 14:6
states, 'Jesus answered, "I am the way and
the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.™ It is a verse that
has shown me the importance of receiving
Jesus Christ as it is the only way to salvation.
It was the verse | kept in the back of my head
when | ever thought about baptism and it was
the first thing | thought about after | truely
accepted Christ in my heart. Throughout my
entire life, it felt like nothing would go my
way, | have had many failures and | felt very
distant from God, along with being depressed
all the time. Before | came to this church,
Christianity was not a part of my life. When |
was in grade seven, | brought a sling shot to
school thinking it was a toy, but when the
principal saw me, he instantly told me to go
straight to his office. Later, he decided to
suspend me even though he wanted to expel
me and have me arrested as | was in
possession of a weapon at school. After he
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inspected my squeaky clean record he
decided on only giving me a suspension
though he, being a typical school principal,
wanted to ruin the lives of young students
but he had no chance in my case. From this
suspension, | felt very depressed as it was my
first suspension (and last), and | did not even
know | did something wrong. At that time,
the Cantonese teacher | had in kindergarten
was giving me extra lessons in preparation to
credit courses, wanted me to have a better
knowledge of the Cantonese language, but
when she noticed the suspension had deeply
affected me, she invited our family to go to
this church.

From then on, | attended church regularly
even though not many people even knew |
existed for the longest time, and | had no
idea what Christianity was about. From
regular attendance, | started understanding
the concepts of Christianity and would
ponder about many things pertaining to the
wonders of life. Then, | started becoming
more active, and opened up to people.

Throughout high school, | encountered many
difficulties, such as falling short of the
stereotypical Asian student status, and
became distant from God. Even though |
knew he was with me the entire time | never
really felt his presence, until the 2008 Alive
Winter Retreat. In preparation for the
retreat, | wanted to see a change in my life,
a new start seeing how my life felt like it was
falling apart. Though | wanted to experience
a change, | did not expect anything drastic to
happen, BUT IT ACTUALLY DID! It felt as if
God had everything planned out, and the
retreat was the time for me to change.
During the retreat, | finally experienced God
and it was amazing. Through lots of hard
work | now feel | have completely changed as
a person, my whole outlook on life is
different now that | have met Him and | am a
lot closer to God. As | have had many troubles
in my past | know | will continue having
troubles in the future but | now know | can
fully rely on Him to help me through the lows
of life.
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Figure 7. 2008 Short Term Mission to Phoenix
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Figure 11. Thanksgiving Baptism - Mandarin Fellowship
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Figure 14. 2008 Family Fun Night (Continue)
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