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Editorial Kit Ping Wong

Children in our church are continuously growing spiritually and become mature under God’s
guidance. Some of them, blessed by God, were baptized in front of people and became members of
the church. A few of them were brought together and became husbands and wives. God’s cup
never stops flowing upon our church. Not only we can find God’s love in our church, we also show
our love to overseas. God gives us a vision: “Come and see, go and tell”. Being led by God, our
pastors and their wives went to China and Thailand for short term missions. They taught the local
brother sisters there, to share God’s Word. Six brothers and sisters went to Brazil to help the local
missionaries to spread out the gospel to local Chinese. We can really see the power of God: They
have not received the special training, but they are willing to obey the Will of God and they then
can become the channel of God and of big help to local people to understand the gospel. Not only
are they the giver, they are the receivers and results in more blessing from God. Our young people
did not fall behind; they went to Phoenix to speak to native Indians about the Word of God. Seeing
the church being united and people work together with God. This is really God’s blessing.

The yearbook is also one of tools to spread the gospel. The brother and sisters' testimony can
often move people’s hearts. This year the yearbook has many testimony articles on short term
missions. May God bless the yearbook. Let it not only bless our church, the hope is it will also
bless the overseas mission fields. Your kingdom come, your Will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.
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Pastoral Staff

EALHEF RS AT
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Senior Pastor
Mandarin Pastor
English Pastor
Advisory Pastor

: Rev. Ming Wong

: Rev. Conrad Kwok
: Pastor Ken Foo

: Rev. John Fung

Executive Board Members
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2007

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasury
Mission
Sunday School
Fellowship
Children
Music

General Services
Visitation

2008

Chairman

Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasury
Mission
Sunday School
Fellowship
Children
Music

General Services
Visitation

: James Quan

:Jim Yu

: Kwong Yiu Wong

: Alan Poon

: Danny Chiu

: Phoebe Wang, Brian Lau
: Amy Iu, Denny Chiu
: Colin Chow

: Erwin Au

: William Truong

: Yu Hua Wu

:Jim Yu

: Danny Chiu

: Kwong Yiu Wong

: Xiu De Lin

: Alan Poon

: King Kuk, Hoi Li

: Lin Xiao, Denny Chiu
: Chow Le Truong

: Erwin Au

: Robert Bai

: Bai Shun Zhang, Robert Young



= TFTFLFEFTFRBE New Members in 2007

ARG ZANKTHE Membership through baptism in our church:
W ABEHZFM . Jimmy Vong April Easter Baptism: Jimmy Vong
w R Sally Huynh
BRI Darren Tan
BR Wu Sha
RE Le, Hue Lan
HEE Emily Ma
PR B Chen, Lan Jun
FRE Xu, Bao Guo
wRE Anna Huynh
+ A &R 8 iz A RR October Baptism: Chen Chen
Nk Fan Shu Li
El g ] Rebecca Kuo
=) Wei Wei
RE 8 Stephen Tran
BRAF AR Wilson Chen
BHS Zhai Xiu Fang
JR B 1?; Susan Wat
) 44 Rebecca Chow
/};\i—;ﬁ- Ann Liao
+=_—A=+8F/%  RiR December 30 Baptism: David Chen
BN A - Membership_transfer:
ZA#EmA wkE March transfers: Tony Tsang
R 5 Fiona Tsang
R Sarah Tsang
L A#gEmA ,{ & 2 July transfers: Janny Lin
& A B Victor Qiao
& ¥ iE Zenhai Qiao
2| % ¥ Liu Yu Hua (Janice)
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GENERAL FUND

RECEIPTS
Congregation offering
Individual offering
Interest /Other Income

TOTAL RECEIPTS

DISBURSEMENTS
General service
Mission - General
Mission - Scholarship
Fellowship

General Administration
Treasury - General
Sundry

Children

VBS Program
Education - Chinese
Education - English
Music

Visitation

Bible (Recovery - Sales)

Wages & Benefits
Benevolent payment

TOTAL DISBURSEMENT

GENERAL FUND SURPLUS

CHURCH PLANTING

MISSION FUND
Mission Fund offering

Mission Fund disbursement
MISSION FUND (DEFICIT)

TOTAL SURPLUS

2007 Treasury Reports

Brampton Chinese Baptist Church
Comparative Receipts and Disbursement
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2007 2006
4,451.39 2,618.21
321,067.80 315,497.68
2,342.59 2,889.66
327,861.78 321,005.55
31,290.15 *60,672.27
19,425.83 13,075.69
9,518.60 8,048.75
3,726.02 2,945.20
6,385.92 6,209.39
10,798.07 7,189.73
2,900.38 1,193.59
665.67 904.66
244.36 756.34
380.06 686.64
2,606.32 2,156.67
888.15 2,287.47
178.70 (260.67)
190,298.38 176,040.64
279,306.61 281,906.37
48,555.17 39,099.18
19,885.68 20,313.00
83,722.56 85,477.31
73,000.00 77,823.80
10,722.56 7,653.51
79,163.41 67,065.69

* General Services included Special Project spending: $23,811.36 (20th Anniversary) + $3,221.84 (LCD projector)

=$27,033.20

10



BRAMPTON CHINESE BAPTIST CHURCH
Summary of Monthly Offering and Disbursement for the Year 2007

BERPTEAREE_TELEHFAKRIRSE

Offering Disbursement
General Church Mission Total
Month Fund Planting Fund Offering General Mission Total
Jan 15,376.08 | 1,606.00 6,905.00 | 23,887.08 | 16,004.37 - | 16,004.37
Feb 17,295.54 | 1,795.00 4,844.75 | 23,935.29 | 18,748.35 - | 18,748.35
Mar 15,666.69 | 1,176.00 5,715.00 | 22,557.69 | 26,224.37 | 3,999.99 | 30,224.36
Apr 24,011.71 | 2,795.00 7,201.00 | 34,007.71| 21,139.45| 1,333.33 | 22,472.78
May 29,966.60 | 2,090.00 5,967.27 | 38,023.87 | 25,638.19 | 1,333.33 | 26,971.52
Jun 38,867.11 | 1,289.23 6,870.77 | 47,027.11 | 19,545.49 | 1,333.33 | 20,878.82
Jul 27,259.68 | 1,199.00 7,436.00 | 35,894.68 | 21,902.12 | 29,083.33 | 50,985.45
Aug 17,086.57 | 1,273.00 4,205.00 | 22,564.57 | 18,858.09 | 1,333.33 | 20,191.42
Sep 28,709.98 | 1,352.00 6,984.00 | 37,045.98 | 37,864.84 | 1,333.33 | 39,198.17
Oct 30,986.76 | 1,270.00 6,110.00 | 38,366.76 | 21,999.18 | 1,333.33 | 23,332.51
Nov 17,025.70 | 1,539.00 6,122.00 | 24,686.70 | 22,082.19 | 1,333.33 | 23,415.52
Dec 63,266.77 | 2,501.45| 15,361.77 | 81,129.99 | 29,299.97 | 30,583.37 | 59,883.34
Total | 325,519.19 | 19,885.68 | 83,722.56 | 429,127.43 | 279,306.61 | 73,000.00 | 352,306.61
Interest, Other Income & Adjustment 2342.59
Total 431,470.02 352,306.61
Offering and Disbursement 2007

90,000

80,000 /’

70,000 /

60,000 *—

50,000 + /?\

\
40,000 - ) \ M
\
/ \
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10,000 -
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Department

Salary & Allowance
CPP & EI
Convention Pension
Mission General
General Services
Fellowship

General Administration
Treasury

Sundries

Education (Chinese)
Education (English)
Children Ministry
Music Ministry
Visitation
Benevolent Fund
Two LCD projectors
New Organ

20th anniversary renovation

Special Project Fund
Bible (Cost Recovery)

Mission Fund
Church Planting Fund
TOTAL

12

2006 - 2008 Budget & Actual

2006 2006 2007 2007 2008
Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget
164,798.00 160,648.13 179,472.00 173,202.04 185,708.00

7,709.32 8,235.57 9,059.00 9,099.06 9,467.00
7,156.95 7,156.95 7,800.00 7,997.08 8,541.00
18,000.00 13,075.69 18,500.00 19,425.83  19,000.00
43,575.00 33,639.07 41,660.00 31,290.15  50,445.00
18,050.00 8,048.75  20,600.00 9,518.60  17,200.00
6,500.00 2,945.20 17,000.00 3,726.02 8,000.00
7,500.00 6,209.39 6,500.00 6,385.92 6,500.00
15,000.00 7,189.73 15,000.00 10,798.07  14,650.00
1,500.00 756.34 1,500.00 244.36 1,500.00
2,200.00 686.64 2,350.00 380.06 9,450.00
7,500.00 2,098.25 5,000.00 3,566.05 4,650.00
5,000.00 2,156.67 19,500.00 2,606.32 4,900.00
2,895.00 2,287.47 1,500.00 888.15 3,000.00
3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00
6,000.00 3,221.84
15,000.00
33,120.00 23,811.38
364,504.27 282,167.07 348,441.00 279,127.91 346,011.00
-260.67 -178.7
83,000.00 77,823.80 85,500.00 73,000.00 89,000.00
100,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00
547,504.27 359,730.20 483,941.00 351,949.21 485,011.00
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Letter to seventy-year-old Rev. Wong

By the time | am 70 years old, if God
willing, most of the people around me will
be much younger. With respect to this old
pastor, it is unlikely that they will tell me
about my shortcoming even if they see one.
In order to get an honest opinion at that time,
I decided to write a letter now to remind my
future self on living wisely:

My dear 70-year-old Reverend Wong:

Congratulations! It has been over 45
years since the day you were first baptized
in the name of the Lord. Here's a word of
caution from your younger self: Be faithful
always, even till death! Do not be
overconfident in your spiritual maturity, and
thereby stumble into Satan's deceitful
scheme. | would like to remind you of the
following:

1. If you still have the privilege to preach
the Word, be well prepared for each
sermon. Do not say to yourself that,
since you have been preaching for 30
years that you can skip the hard work of
sermon preparation. Do not deceive
yourself that a story here and experience
there, will automatically edify the
audience. Remember the scripture found
in 2 Corinthians 4:5, “For we do not
preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake.”

2. When you are invited to say a few words
at a public gathering, remember to be
concise and not to drag on and on! If you
disagree with the organizer, do not

Rev. Ming Wong

criticize them out loud, and be generous
with your praises and blessings.

3. Even in your old age, you can still learn
new knowledge. You do not lose face
when you learn from those younger than
you. Attempting new things often will
add fun to your life, and help to prevent
Alzheimer's!

4. When you were younger, you were
treated well with meals by the seniors in
Moses Fellowship. It is now your turn to
extend favors to the young people
around you. Since you cannot bring
money with you to your grave, the more
money you sacrifice for other’s
happiness, the more happiness will be
given to you.

5. Be sensitive to the self-esteem of young
people, do not abuse your seniority to
pry into their personal lives, nor
embarrass them publicly.

6. Sharon has taken care of you all these
years, how do you respond with your
love and affection?

7. Be self disciplined with your diet, pay
attention to your appearance, and
exercise often.

May God's grace be with you always.

Yours truly,

Yourself at 53 years old
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What Is Worship? Old Testament

Pastor Ken Foo

Definitions

Worship - ascribing worth to God on
the terms that He proposes and in the way
that He alone makes possible. Worship
means to declare worth, to attribute worth.
Or to put it in biblical terms, we praise God.
We speak, or sing, about how good and
powerful God is.

Now let’s look at the biblical words. In
both Hebrew and Greek, there are two major
kinds of words for worship. The first kind
means to bow down, to kneel, and to put
one’s face down as an act of respect and
submission. | am ready to listen to your
instructions and | am willing to obey. The
other kind of biblical word means to serve.
Roughly half of the time these words are
translated as worship, and the other half as
serve.

1. worship that involves speaking, and
2. worship that involves listening, and
3. worship that involves doing

There is a worship that expresses the
heart, and worship that involves the mind,
and a worship that involves the body. There
is a worship that is giving praise upward, a
worship that is receiving instructions from
above, and a worship that carries out
instruction in the world around us.

We need all three types of worship.
Some people focus primarily on speaking or
singing praise to God. Praise is good, but if
all we do is praise God, without ever
listening to what He says, we have to ask
whether we believe the words we are saying.
If He is really all wise and all loving, then
we need to be attentive to what He is telling
us, because He is worth listening to.

Similarly, all talk and no action does
not show God the respect He deserves.
Actions speak louder than words, and if our
behaviour isn’t changed by God, then our
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actions are saying that God isn’t important
— He’s a nice idea, but not relevant to our
day-to-day lives. When we really believe
that God is worthy of every praise, then we
will be willing to listen and to change the
way we live in response to such a worthy
God. We will trust Him and seek Him and
want to please Him as much as we can.
Worship should affect our behaviour.

Survey of the Old Testament
Worship before the time of Moses

If we survey the Bible, we will see a
wide variety of methods that God’s people
have used to worship Him and express their
devotion to Him. Some of these methods
were commanded by God, others seem to be
a choice of the worship. We see this pattern
in the Bible: some things are commanded
and some things are optional.

Genesis 4 tells us Cain and Abel
brought an offering to the Lord. We are not
told why — but rather that they did. Noah
built an altar after the Flood and sacrificed
some animals. Abraham made sacrifices; he
built altars at Shechem, Bethel, Hebron and
at Mount Moriah. As part of his worship,
Abraham prayed, circumcised and tithed.
Isaac built an altar at Beersheba; Jacob set
up a stone pillar at Bethel and poured a
drink offering and oil as a form of worship.
What can be said of these examples?

1. No one needed a priest. Everyone built
their own altars and sacrificed their own
animals and did their own worship.

2. There is no mention of special times or
special days or special seasons. There is
no restriction on place, the patriarchs
worshipped God wherever, whenever
and however they wanted.

3. Flexibility — the patriarchs were not
restricted by rules about special places,
people, rituals, days, time, or methods.



One thing was important — the greatest
commandment about worship, the most
important rule no matter who you are or
when you live. The first and greatest: You
shall worship no other gods. When God
dealt with Jacob, His primary concern was
that Jacob worshipped the true God and no
other gods. God demands exclusive
worship, 100% allegiance. There is no room
for loving any other gods even 0.01%.
Money, self-consciousness, busyness or
anything else cannot get in the way;
worshipping God is to be our highest
priority.
Moses and the tabernacle

In the days of Moses, worship went
from very little structure to very specific and
very detailed structure. God specified
exactly

o when sacrifices were to be made,
e how they were to be made,
e where they were to be made, and
e who was supposed to make them.
Worship became much more formal.
Under the Law of Moses, there were holy
places, holy people, holy animals, holy
rituals, and holy times. God designated
certain things for certain uses in worship.

The tabernacle was a holy place. The
tabernacle pictured God’s holiness, but it
also pictured that He was not some far-off
God. For worship in ancient Israel, they
were holy people. The Levites were holy
and assigned to work in the tabernacle.
There was priesthood between the people
and God. For many acts of worship, the
priests had to perform the actions. There
were also holy animals and holy plants.
Every firstborn animal was holy, dedicated
to the Lord. The first-ripe fruits were holy,
set apart for worship. There was a holy
incense formula, too, and if anyone made
the same formula, they were supposed to be
expelled from the nation. It was that special.
It was reserved for worship. It was holy.

There were holy times. Every week,
one day was holy. Every year, some extra
days were holy. Every seven years and
every 50 years, a whole year was set apart
for special use. These designated times gave
structure to the Israelite worship. The who,
the what, the when, and the where were all
spelled out, everything was structured,
organized and formalized.

Most of those details are obsolete, but
the most important principle carries over
into today’s worship, too. Only God should
be worshiped. It’s not that He should be
worshiped more than other gods are. It’s that
He is the only God worthy of worship.

A matter of the heart

In the Law of Moses, it is easy to be
distracted by all the detailed worship
regulations, but that is not the real focus. All
those details were given in order to serve a
larger purpose, and that is God. Our focus
should be on God, and the same was true for
the ancient Israelites. They were to focus on
God.

Worship in ancient Israel was not just
at the tabernacle — it was also in the heart
and in the home. God did not want people to
think that they could do the rituals and then
live as they please. It was not enough to
"do" the worship — a person’s honour and
respect for God should be genuine, in the
heart, which meant that God was to be
praised in all of life.

In Deuteronomy 6, Moses told the
Israelites to put God’s instructions in their
hearts, and teach them to their children, to
talk about them when they sat, when they
walked, and when they lay down. All of life
is worship.

Some of the later prophets build on this
theme. Samuel told Saul that obedience is
better than sacrifice. God wants a right
attitude more than He wants correct rituals.
In Jeremiah 7:22, God says, | didn’t bring
you out of Egypt because | wanted
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sacrifices. | just wanted you to obey me, and
sacrifices are only a tiny part of what I
commanded.

For worship to be acceptable to God,
we must have obedient lives. The ritual is
not enough — the attitude is what is most
important. God does not want hypocritical
worship, people who say He is great but do
not act like it. Perhaps this is commandment
number 2 regarding worship — that it must
be sincere. If we are going to say that God is
worthy of all worship, then we should
believe it in our hearts, and if we believe it,
it will show in our actions. Real worship
changes everything we do, because it
changes who we are. Worship must be in the
heart, not just at the place of worship.

Music at the temple

Many know that David initiated the
building of the Temple, a "permanent™ place
for worship. But David’s other contribution
has lasted even longer than the Temple did.
That is in the area of music. David had a
background in music. As a shepherd, he
played the Ilyre, a simple stringed
instrument. He composed music and sang
about God. He worshiped God while he took
care of his sheep — it was worship on the
job. David’s songs are called psalms. That
comes from the Greek word psallo, which
means "to pluck a string." Psalms is a book
of songs for stringed instruments. We can
worship God with songs and musical
instruments.

All the psalms are worship — even the
psalms that complain. The fact that our
questions and complaints are directed to
God shows something about our relationship
to him. All of life is in His hands, in His
control. The psalms show our dependence
on Him.

The psalms are often in the form of a
prayer, in words spoken to God. He is the
audience, and the people are the participants,
the worshipers. These songs are memorized
prayers, since they are spoken to God. Some
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people think that Christians shouldn’t have
memorized prayers. But we actually have
several of them during worship services
every week. We just have them with a
melody, and that is a legitimate form of
worship. Even without the melody, a recited
prayer can be a legitimate form of worship.

Psalm 150 points out a variety of
worship methods: "Praise the Lord. Praise
God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His
mighty heavens. Praise Him for His acts of
power; praise Him for His surpassing
greatness. Praise Him with the sounding of
the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and
lyre, praise Him with tambourine and
dancing, praise Him with the strings and
flute, praise Him with the clash of cymbals,
praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let
everything that has breath praise the Lord."

We might find some of these worship
methods unusual today, but all these artistic
expressions are permissible when they are
done to the glory of God. The main principle
of worship is that we worship only God, and
that we really mean it.

Synagogue worship

After the temple was destroyed and
Jews were scattered throughout the Middle
East, a new format for worship was
developed. In the synagogue, the focus was
on Scripture, not on sacrifices. It was a
much simpler format.

Synagogue services typically began
with praises and prayers. There were
standard prayers and benedictions, some of
them used every week. The Scriptures
would be read, translated when necessary,
and explained in some sort of sermon. We
can see glimpses of this in the New
Testament, but the best description is in
Nehemiah 8. Under the leadership of Ezra,
some of the Jews had come back to
Jerusalem.

"Ezra the scribe stood on a high
wooden platform built for the occasion
.... [today we might call it a pulpit] Ezra



opened the book [the Law of Moses]. All the
people could see him because he was
standing above them; and as he opened it,
the people all stood up. Ezra praised the
Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted
their hands and responded, ‘Amen! Amen!’
Then they bowed down and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground” (vv.
4-6).

Have you ever seen that kind of
response in a modern church service -
people lifting their hands, saying Amen, and
bowing down? If it’s a genuine response to
God, it is a good response. They listened
with great respect, with a willingness to
obey. "The Levites...instructed the people in
the Law while the people were standing
there. They read from the Book of the Law
of God, making it clear and giving the
meaning so that the people could understand
what was being read" (vv. 7-8). Synagogue
worship followed in this pattern, with a
focus on Scripture.

Even though the Temple was
eventually rebuilt, the public reading of
Scripture in synagogues continued to be an
important part of Jewish worship. Most Jews
could not go to the temple every week. But
with a synagogue, they could gather for
worship every Sabbath, with prayers, songs,
and Scripture.

One result of this was a new focus for
the Sabbath. Even in the days of David,
most Israelites could not go to Jerusalem
every week. The focus of Sabbath-keeping
was therefore on rest, as commanded in
Scripture. But when synagogues became
common, the Sabbath was also seen as a day
of participating in worship. Laymen had a
greater role in worship — they could do every
portion of the synagogue service. People
could worship without a temple, without
priests, and without sacrifices.

Worship today

Worship involves our entire

relationship with God: our words, our

attitudes, and our actions. Our words may be
normal conversation, songs or prayers. In
any style of speaking, we can declare God’s
praises and express our faith reliance on
him.

God wants worship not only on our
lips, but also in our hearts. He wants our
worship to be sincere — He wants to be the
most important thing in our lives, that we
are truly submissive to Him. He wants our
worship to affect our behaviour, that we
make sacrifices, that we put to death the
deeds of selfishness, that we seek justice, be
merciful and humble, and help others. He
wants us not just to obey Him, but to serve
in ways that go beyond specific commands.
We are to worship wherever we go, doing
all things to God’s glory, praying always,
giving thanks always, never ceasing to be a
temple of the Holy Spirit. Our worship
involves how we work, how we drive, and
how we choose what to watch on television.

Worship is not restricted to a specific
place and time. The best thing that has ever
happened to us is that we have God in our
lives. The best thing that’s happened to us
this week is that we have God in our lives.
We have reason to celebrate all the time.
When we live each day praising God in our
hearts, it is natural that we praise God when
we gather together, when we speak to one
another about the best thing that’s ever
happened to us. We worship all the time, but
we also worship together at specific times at
meetings designated for that specific
purpose.

The real test of worship is not what
happens at church, but what happens at
home, and on the job, and wherever we
go.Is God important enough to make a
difference in the way we live, in the way we
work, in the way we get along with other
people? When the Holy Spirit lives in us,
when we are the temple of the Holy Spirit,
worship is a part of everyday life.
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Sharing the Power of Your Life in Christ

Rev. Conrad Kwok

John 10:10: “I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full.”

We all know that a house without
inhabitants for long would go deserted or
desolate; a car without being driven for long
would be hard to start; and a swimming pool
without water would lose its original
function and become a pitfall that everyone
must watch out for.

Jesus often teaches us to aspire
perfection in addition to the spiritual life He
bestows on us. And this spiritual life can
only be perfected through our constant work
in the Holy Spirit to become more Christ-
like.

How do we work out this new life
then? It starts with our treasuring it, and to
treasure life does not mean to conceal it with
care; on the contrary, to treasure life means
to use it constantly with love and with
dexterity. It means to deeply appreciate the
true meaning behind the life given to us (the
love of Incarnation), so that we can cherish
all experiences in the Lord and live out the
vitality of life in Jesus. Such vitality is
naturally revealed through our interaction
with people when we share this new life,
just as Jesus explains in the parable of the
vine and the branches that, the heart of the
matter is whether or not the branches bear
the fruit of the Spirit (John 15).

Sharing is at the centre of every
Christian’s life. Jesus says, “I tell you the

40

truth, whatever you did not do for one of the
least of these, you did not do for me”
(Matthew 25:45). How can you be a true
life-giving Christian while only focusing on
your own life?

When God sent us His only Son to save
us by infusing a new life into our otherwise
dying lives, He did not intend only to
awaken ourselves, but also to enable us to
demonstrate the power of His resurrection
which can revive more lives through sharing
the life of Jesus without fear, without
concealment and without reservation. We
should use our lives to the fullest through
Christ, through worship, through fellowship
in cell groups to share the life and love of
Christ which is deep and wide. When we
genuinely do this, what we can accomplish
through God will be far more abundant
beyond our expectations (Ephesians 3:20).

In your spiritual life, are you a
Christian with vitality and energy? Can our
church make visible the image of Christ to
all people around us?

Do you still remember the fig tree
without bearing fruit? (Matthew 21: 18-19)
The life that is given to us by God will never
be worn out because we can never overuse it,
which is why Apostle Paul urges us to work
with it using all our might (Philippians 3:
12).



BCBC 2007 Major Events

Kwong Yiu Wong

Church Theme: Come & See, Go & Tell

Month Date Events
February 4 Dedication of Children Ceremony.
March 12-15 Teens Conference - Richmond Hill Chinese Community
Church.
April 6 Good Friday Joint Worship
8 Easter Sunday Joint Worship and Baptism (9 brothers and
sisters)
Praise our Lord!
May 26 Wedding — Mark & Stephanie
June 2 Church Cleanup
9 Wedding — Adrian and Alison
10 Community BBQ
24 Ordination of Pastor Kwok
30 - July 2 | Annual Retreat - Ridgetown College (Over 170 attended)
Theme: Come & See, Go & Tell
Speakers: Rev. Johann Yuek-Hon Lai (Chinese); Rev. John
Scott (English)
July 27 - Pastor Ken Foo led five youths for a short term mission trip to
August 4 | Phoenix, USA.
August 7- 17 Vacation Bible School Day Camp
12 Graduation Ceremony
15 Ping Pong Tournament
25 Wedding — Fred and Jennifer
September | 21-23 9™ Annual Mission Conference
Theme: Come & See, Go & Tell
Speakers: Rev. Aphiwat Jaroentangwiwat (Chinese);
Rev. Mark Cassidy (English)
October 7 Thanksgiving worship and Baptism (10 brothers and sisters) -
Praise our Lord!
18-30 Brazil Short-Term Mission (6 members)
31 Family Fun Night Outreach
November |1-14 Rev. Wong and Sharon teach in Hainan China.
December |15 Church Christmas Celebration
23 Christmas Joint Service
24 Christmas Caroling
25 Special Christmas Joint Worship with music and skit
30 Special Baptism
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A Biblical View of Ministry

James Quan

Traditionally the work done by
missionaries, pastors, Sunday School
teachers, outreach workers, choir members,
or other Christian leaders are considered to
be ministry. Very seldom do people think of
work done by teachers, judges, lawyers,
sales people, business executives, or
engineers as ministry. If we carefully
examine the teaching of the Bible we will
find that ministry is more than just work
done by people who are employed by
churches or Christian organizations. So what
is the meaning of ministry, one according to
the teaching of Scripture?

A Biblical view of ministry is basically
comprised of following parts:

1. Worshipping and serving God

2. Bringing Him glory

3. Building up His Church

4. Evangelizing the world
Worshipping and Serving Him

The Apostle Paul, in his first epistle to
the Corinthians, instructed the Corinthians
how they should worship. “When you come
together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. All of these must be done for
the strengthening of the church” (1
Corinthians 14:26). We see there are
various forms of worship and they must be
done for the purpose of strengthening the
church.  Worshipping God is ministry, a
responsibility and a privilege of every
Christian.

The basic meaning of the word ministry
IS “service.” It refers to such basic tasks as
waiting on tables (Acts 6:1) and bringing
gifts to the poor (2 Corinthians 9:12). In the
New Testament, proclaiming the gospel is
also a ministry (Acts 20:24). Every Christian
is exhorted to take some part or parts in
God’s work and it is not just limited to the
service of a few elected or appointed
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members within the church. As a matter fact,
Paul said that those who hold offices in the
church are given gifts for the purpose of
equipping all of God’s people to do ministry.
“It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers, to
prepare God's people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up
(Ephesians 4:11-12).  Therefore, serving
Him is ministry and such ministry is the
responsibility of every Christian.

Bring Him Glory

What should our attitude be in doing
ministry? “And whatever you do, whether
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” (Colossians 3:17), “ Whatever
you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord
Christ you are serving.” (Colossians 3:23-
24). We are further advised in (1
Corinthians 10:31): “So whether you eat or
drink or whatever you do, do it all for the
glory of God.”

In each of his epistles Paul used the
phrase “whatever you do.”  This all-
inclusive phrase includes both the so-called
“important” as well as the trivial or
mundane things. As believers, we should
keep in mind that all day-to-day activities
done in our profession or life must be done
“in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians
3:17) as well as “for the glory of God” (1
Corinthians 10:31).

The perfect example of ministry is
Jesus Christ Himself as described in Paul’s
letter to the Philippians; he instructed his
readers that their attitude toward each other
“should be the same as that of Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 2:5). Since everything we do is




for the glory of God, therefore, our work,
however trivial or important, becomes
ministry.

Building up His Church

The church is not a building but a
gathering of God’s people (Eph.2:19-21).
The body (church) is not made of one part
but many. There are many parts, but one
body. “Now you are the body of Christ, and
each of you is a part of it. God has
appointed first of all apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then workers of
miracles, also those having gifts of healing,
those able to help others, those with gifts of
administration, and those speaking in
different kinds of tongues” (1 Corinthians
12:27-28). God has not given any individual
all these gifts but he expects all Christians
try their best to use these gifts and desire the
greater gifts. These gifts are given to us for
serving God and enhancing the spiritual
growth the body of Christ, the church.

The New Testament clearly points out
that each of us, as individual members of the
body, needs the contribution of the entire
body. Likewise, the entire body needs the
contribution of each individual member.
Each of us in the body of Christ has needs,
and each has something to contribute to
others’ needs. Building up the body of
believers using our God-given gifts is
ministry.

Evangelizing the World

In the Old Testament God gave a
promise to Abraham and his descendants.
He promised that He would bless them and
that through them He would bless “all
peoples on Earth” (Genesis 28:14). God
wanted His people, the Israelites, to be a
missionary people to the pagan world that
He alone was the one true God. God gave

Israel both a blessing and a responsibility to
make God known to the world.

We now live in the New Testament
time; these same themes of blessing and
responsibility apply to all Christians as well.
In our daily lives we enjoy God’s wonderful
blessings through Christ and have been
given a responsibility to spread the good
news of His life, death, and resurrection.
This is a God-given responsibility for each
and every Christian. We are commanded in
Matthew 28:19: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” Of course not all of us can be
missionaries to take the message of Christ to
people in the far away lands of the world,
but we still can and should have our own
“mission fields” in our homes, schools,
neighborhoods, places of employment, and
the like. It is our responsibility to spread the
gospel of Christ and live out the gospel with
our lives.  Evangelizing the world is
ministry.

Conclusion

Ministry, according to the Bible, is not
something just done by pastors, missionaries
or other Christian leaders but should be done
by every Christian regardless of his or her
status in life. Ministry can be summarized
as worshipping and serving God, bringing
Him glory, building up His church, and
evangelizing the world.  Whatever we do
we are commanded to do it with all our heart
with thanksgiving, under the guiding of the
Holy Spirit. As believers we should all
understand the true Biblical meaning of
ministry and our part or parts in it. The
purpose of our ministry is to glorify God.

1. Center for Christian Leadership, bible.org.
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Mission Department

Danny Chiu

“... | cannot keep silent. For | have
heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard
the battle cry. Disaster follows disaster; the
whole land lies in ruins. In an instant my
tents are destroyed, my shelter in a moment”
(Jeremiah 4:19-20).

When the country of Judah was about
to perish and her people to be captured, the
whole country was still indulged in
debauchery -- they worshiped idols and
drifted from the Lord. But the naturally
timid and weak Jeremiah gave himself up to
wake up his country people to repentance,
saying: "Go up and down the streets of
Jerusalem, look around and consider, search
through her squares. If you can find but one
person who deals honestly and seeks the
truth, I will forgive this city” (Jeremiah 5:1).

In today’s world, we do not find many
people seeking truth and righteousness and
believing the inerrancy of the Bible. On the

English Sunday School

contrary, we see more and more illegal
things, declined morality, betrayals among
people, broken families, mutual
manipulation for economic gains among
countries without distinguishing friends
from enemies. We see global climate change
as a result of human abuse of the Earth,
which results in losses of people’s
possessions,  sky-rocketing gas prices,
economic crises, food shortages, emerging
famines in several areas, and the widening
gap between the rich and the poor. We see a
world in turmoil, wars that are imminent,
just like what the prophet cried: “Disaster
follows disaster; the whole land lies in
ruins.” The second coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ is at hand, the trumpet has sounded,
and what can we wait for? Arise, the church
of God! The time has come for the last war
and we can not keep silent anymore.

Brian Lau

In 2007, our English Sunday school
classes continue to follow the vision and
direction of the English ministry's five-year
strategy plan, first drafted in 2006.

Highlight of the classes are:

e Junior high school - consists of students
from grades 7 and 8. The material used
was from the Young Teen Sunday
School  curriculum, published by
Scripture press. The teachers were
Denny, Hoi, Janice, Jim, and Robert.

e High school - consists of students from
grades 9 to 12, the curriculum used was
a historical/theological survey of the
New Testament, and how to learn and
practice Christian spiritual discipline.
This class was taught by Pastor Ken.
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e University Sunday School and Young
Couples Sunday School met in small
groups to do further study and reflection
on Sunday' Sermons.

e Adult Sunday school was taught by
James to study various theological topics.

We introduced a minor change to the
Sunday school format, where all classes
would gather in the chapel room to have a
time of singing and devotion, and then split
into their respective classes and groups at
11:30 a.m.

Praise the Lord for the Sunday school
teachers and leaders, who tirelessly prepare
the course material and teach the classes, as
well as leading Christian lives by example.



Fellowship Department

Denny Chiu

God has blessed us with tremendous
growth both spiritually and in numbers
throughout our fellowships this year. God
has given us many opportunities to go out
and make disciples throughout our
proximate community.

Our Chinese fellowships continue to
grow and mature, and as such we have
experienced a large increase of young kids
in our church. This has resulted in the
creation of a new “pre-Faith” fellowship
group for kids from kindergarten to grade 5.
There may be up to 15 kids at one time
attending this group.

Our English congregation is maturing.
This has led to the creation of more new
groups to serve the various needs of the
congregation. Our young couples group
meets once a month and is geared for those
that are newly-weds or are at the younger
stages of married life. We also have started a
women’s group that meets once a month as
well to complement the men’s group.
Finally, the growing number of students at
our church has led us to start a college and
university group as well. The English Alive,
Rock, Men’s, and Adult groups have
continued to meet throughout the year.

Highlights
Community BBQ

Our first ever community BBQ at our
church was fairly successful. The purpose

was to invite our local community to our
church to get to know who we are, and we
offered food, crafts and games to the kids
through this event. The feedback from the
local community who came was positive and
we hope to hold more of these events in the
coming year to bring awareness of our
church to the community.

Iron Chef Cook-off

The Rock, College, and Alive groups
held a cooking competition one Friday to
see which fellowship groups had the best
chefs! Each team had one hour to cook
different dishes revolving around one
‘secret’ ingredient. The secret ingredient is
not known until they start cooking. In the
end, the Alive group won with their wide
assortment of interesting dishes. We hope to
host a bigger cooking competition in the
coming year with the Chinese congregation!

Summer Retreat

Ridgetown College was once again the
chosen location for our retreat. We had a
15% increase in attendance over the
previous year. The Chinese congregation
thoroughly enjoyed the speaker as well as
the question and answer sessions. Many
have been spiritually enriched from the
weekend retreat. Next year will be our last
year at this retreat location.
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Visitation Department

Wu Yuhua

Thank God for allowing me to
participate in the visitation work of our
church in the past two years. The following
three points summarize my own experience
and reflection:

1. Visitation is one of God’s commissions.
In the four Gospels, we can find several
records of Jesus teaching, preaching,
healing, and “walked all over Galilee”
(Matthew 4:23-25, 28:19-20, John 5:1-
15, Luke 15:1-7 ...). As followers of
Jesus Christ, we should do this without
any doubt.

2. Consider that visitation work will not
only benefit the visited, but also the
visitors. In visitation, visitors should
consider how to comfort and help the
visited; at the same time, they need to
examine themselves, which is quite

Children’s Department

beneficial to their spiritual growth. So
the church ought to encourage more
brothers and sisters to participate in
visitation work.

3. It is a challenge to pick an appropriate
time to make a visitation. This may not
be a problem for brothers and sisters
familiar to us, but for those who have
come to this church for the first time, or
experience some family problems, it is
difficult to find the best time to visit
them. After experiencing a few setbacks,
I could only ask the Lord to lead me and
inspire me. At the same time, | ask the
Lord to prepare the hearts of the visited.

May the Lord guard us and lead us in
our visitation work ahead. May the Lord
raise more people and revive their spiritual
lives through the visitation work. Amen!

Ada Yu

2007 is another promising year in our
children’s department. First of all, the
strong core team is working well in planning
for the ministries over the year. In addition,
our children’s ministry policy has been
approved by our pastors and the executive
board! We are so relieved and joyful as this
policy has been a work in progress over the
last ten years and we finally reached this
final stage. We have submitted our policy
plan to the insurance company and in the
near future, our youth workers will be fully
covered under the insurance policy.

Along with the requirement of the
policy, we have tightened up the
requirements of children workers and all
children activities.  All children field
trips/activities are required to have waiver

46

forms signed by parents or guardians.
Moreover, each children’s worker is
required to fill out a teacher/worker
registration form and to have reference and
police record check. In order to make it easy
for everybody, we made use of one October
Sunday after worships to have all children
workers stayed behind to fill out teacher
registration form and police record check
form.

The other joyful news is that we have
successfully conducted our in-house teacher
training workshop according to our needs
and time schedule. Since we have composed
and tailored our own teacher training
materials according to the needs of our
church, we have recruited lots of young
adults in the ministry of children Sunday



school. This helps to relieve the problem of

finding new children Sunday school teachers.

Looking back at the ministries of this
year, our hearts are full of praise and
thanksgiving to the Lord! Thanks to the
English Music teams, who come to lead the
children’s worship singspiration.  This
solves the problem of finding special

workers to lead singspiration during worship.

Besides, the children are more enthusiastic

Music Department

under the lead of these music teams. We are
also thankful to God as each week we have
regularly 45 children attending our children
Sunday worship and Sunday school. We
continue pray to God to prosper our children
ministry that all children who come to our
worship will be saved by the grace of God!
Let no one perish but everyone to come to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ!

Erwin Au

Jehovah Jireh:  The LORD Will
Provide! Our old organ found a new home
with New Life Pentecostal Church in
Brampton and, at the same time, God
provided a newer, more reliable organ. A
platform was raised for it to be placed at the
front of the sanctuary, along with the piano,
in order that we could have good
coordination among the pianist, organist,
and singspiration leader.

The joint choir sang the cantata
“Calvary” on Easter. This cantata is based
upon the last seven words that Jesus said
while on the cross, and it reminded us that
Jesus died on the cross according to God's
Will, and also that He rose from the dead
after three days. For the last song, we sang
out our blessed assurance "Christ the Lord is
risen today."

In December of 2007, we took a
different approach in presenting the meaning
of Christmas by mixing both drama and
music together. We sang "Jesus, There is
Something About That Name", along with a
skit acted out by our teenagers. It was such a
blessing that the brothers and sisters from
the English congregation could memorize
their parts, and that our little children and
our future choir members could sing songs
without looking at the music scores. Overall,
we have had more brothers and sisters from
different language congregations
participating in the choir this year. It was by
God's grace that we could use one language
to bring out the message of: "Jesus, There is
Something About That Name". If the Lord
willing, we will try again in the year 2008 in
the same format, the cantata and skit
presentation to give glory to God with our
voices.

47



General Services

William Truong

Time does travel quickly! The year
2007 is now gone, and we have now entered
into a new year. We thank God for guiding
us in general services in the past years, and
for motivating so many brothers and sisters
to participate in our work. We see God’s
work through them in weekly church
cleaning and other activities. We hope that
more people will participate since more
hands will do a better job.

We thank God for the several
completed projects in the sanctuary:

e We replaced the old ceiling lights with
beautiful new ones.

Jireh Fellowship

e We installed a new projector facing the
back wall, so that pastors and choirs can
see the display of the whole worship
program.

e We upgraded some sound systems,
moved the organ to the right side of the
stage, and renovated the ceiling of the
hall way.

All this would not have been possible
without the hard work of our brothers and
sisters. We ask that God’s continued
blessings be upon our church and our new
Executive Board. We give all the glory to
our Father in heaven. Amen!

Hank Kwok

For some of us, our parents were sick
and because of the time and energy we’ve
already spent with the little ones, we thought
we would not be able to serve our Lord.
However, our Lord provided us with
wisdom and strength, as well as the
knowledge of time management as we allow
the Lord to teach our children.

Also, some of us underwent several
career challenges. The company a brother
was working for did not properly manage
their business practices; however, by God’s
wisdom, the brother was already retraining
himself academically and planning for a
possible career move, just in case of any
company restructuring. The brother is doing
well by God’s guidance, and God has led
him to the light.

AREENEI

48

This year, we also received an addition
of a new member to our fellowship. His
name is Daniel Kwok, and he was born in
May of 2007. During both pre-and-post
pregnancy, brothers and sisters in the
fellowship prayed and supported the family.
It was a time when we could unite together
to help each other.

In terms of curriculum, we are heading
towards the end of our ‘Experiencing God’
Bible study as we will be reaching the last
two chapters in April. We are very thankful
to Lulu, who devoted a lot of time and
energy to lead us.

As we are heading into 2008, we will
continue praying and relying on the
blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the
objective to experience God, as we learned
from our Bible study.



Bible — Truth or Fiction

Ilvan Suharly

Job 26:7 “He suspends the Earth over
nothing.” What law of physics prevents the
Earth from falling out of its orbit like a
falling meteoroid?

If we swing an object attached to a
string, in order to stay on its path it requires
string tension, resulting in a circular motion.
The object will travel off-tangent in a
straight line if the string breaks. Newton’s
law of motion explains: any motion in a
circular path requires a force directed toward
the center of the path. This force is called
the centripetal force which means “center
seeking" force.

The Bible, truth or fairytale?

The Bible is not a book written about
science, although the Scriptures, written
thousands of years ago, contain numerous
scientific facts, some of which had been
revealed in the last century or recently been
discovered.

The Bible is not just any other book of
religion; it is a book of God’s revelation of
who He is, the origin of life, God’s plan of
salvation in the history of mankind,
knowledge, science and much more. The
scientific and historical accuracy of the
Bible are powerful evidence to the inerrancy
and truthfulness of God’s divine authorship.

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

Although the Bible was not written in
scientific terms and language, yet biblical
accounts of scientific data are phenomenally
relevant,  scientifically  accurate  and
verifiable.

The Earth’s rotation and revolution
Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. 14. And

God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse
of the sky to separate the day from the night,

and let them serve as signs to mark seasons
and days and years, 15. And let them be
lights in the expanse of the sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made
two great lights -- the greater light to govern
the day and the lesser light to govern the
night. He also made the stars. 17. God set
them in the expanse of the sky to give light
on the earth, 18. To govern the day and the
night, and to separate light from darkness.
And God saw that it was good.”

Written in narrative language: Genesis
1:14-16 mentions the two great lights that
govern the day and the night and to mark
different seasons, days and years. In
scientific description: The spinning of Earth
about its axis is called rotation. During the
day, one side of the hemisphere is facing the
sun and the other is facing the moon during
the night. The Earth also moves within its
orbit around the sun which is called
revolution. The Earth revolves around the
sun in an elliptical pattern. The Earth's orbit
is oval (nearly circular) because the Earth
rotates at its axis with a tilted angle of 23.5°:
The tilt of its rotation axis creates different
seasons. When one hemisphere is tilted
towards the sun; it experiences summer;
away from the sun, winter; spring and fall
occur when the hemisphere is between the
two extremes.

Who measured and determined the
dimension of the Earth?

“Where were you when | laid the
Earth's foundation? Tell me, if you
understand. Who marked off its dimensions?
Surely you know! Who stretched a
measuring line across it?” Job 38:4-5. The
scripture revealed that God measured the
dimension of the Earth which in effect,
created the right amount of gravitational
force to keep us grounded on the face of the
Earth.
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The moon has approximately 1/4
Earth's radius, 1/50 Earth's volume, and 1/80
Earth's mass. Gravitational force on the
moon is only 1/6 of the gravitational force
on Earth. The near weightlessness makes us
float on the surface of the moon. Jupiter, on
the other hand, is much larger than planet
Earth. Jupiter is 10x Earth's radius, 1.3x
Earth’s volume and 300x the Earth’s mass.
An object on such a planet would experience
gravitational forces 3x greater than those on
Earth. The gravity will make human’s
movement heavy and difficult on the surface
of Jupiter.

Relative to the near weightlessness on
moon and weightiness on Jupiter, the precise
dimension of the Earth produces the right
amount of gravitational force on the Earth, a
perfect pre-condition for human habitation.
Consider also the precise distance between
the Earth and the Sun: A few thousand miles
from the Sun in either direction, the Earth
climate would either be too cold or too hot
to render the Earth inhabitable. The position
that God placed the Earth in the solar system
created a perfect living condition for all
living organism on planet Earth. With such
exact scientific precision, could it come by
mere coincidental existence? Or the
intelligent design of divine creation?

Who sustains all things?

Consider the speed of Earth’s self-
rotation and revolution around the sun. Earth
rotation is about 1000 miles per hour (1670
km/hr or 0.4 km/sec) at the equator. The
Earth is also revolving around the Sun at
about 67,000 miles per hour (107,000 km/hr
or 30 km/sec). With that speed, it takes
roughly 365 days for the Earth to go around
the Sun. Moving at such ultra high speed
faster the speed of sound, what sustains the
Earth from spinning out of control?

Newtonian law of universal gravitation
explains: The force of gravity works
between pairs of massive objects and it
operates everywhere in the universe.
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The scripture tells us that Christ (the
living Word), through whom God made the
universe, sustains all things by His powerful
word. “In the past God spoke to our
forefathers through the prophets at many
times and in various ways, but in these last
days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom
He appointed heir of all things, and through
whom He made the universe. The Son is the
radiance of God's glory and the exact
representation of His being, sustaining all
things by His powerful word.” Hebrew 1:1-
3

The roundness of the Earth

“He sits enthroned above the circle of
the Earth, and its people are like
grasshoppers” Isaiah 40:22

“When He established the heavens, |
was there: when He set a circle upon the
face of the deep.” Proverb 8:27

Long before the scientist of the early
century discovered that the Earth was round
and not flat, the scripture clearly laid out
that the Earth is a circle (globe). People of
the fifteenth century who feared sailing
because they thought they would fall over
the edge of the flat Earth. Yet the Bible
revealed this truth in 1000 B.C., 2500 years
before man discovered the truth that the
Earth is round.

Slowing down of the Earth rotation?

“In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the
foundations of the Earth, and the heavens
are the work of your hands. They will
perish, but you remain; they will all wear
out like a garment.” Hebrew 1:10-11,
Psalms 102:25-27

With the advent of atomic clock, it is
known that planet Earth’s rotation is
gradually slowing down as the Earth loses
its kinetic energy due to all forms of friction
acting on it, such as tides, galactic space
dust, solar wind, space  weather,
geomagnetic storms, etc. Astronomers can
now measure this very precisely with atomic



clocks to provide a non-celestial time
standard for comparison. The length of the
day is increasing by 0.0015 seconds every
century.

Thermodynamics physics deals with
energy work of a system. The Second Law
of Thermodynamics, or law of entropy, is
one of the bedrocks of modern theoretical
physics. The Second law of thermodynamics
states that everything manifests a tendency
towards decay and disintegration with a net
increase in what is called entropy (state of
randomness and disorder of the system).

Unique species of animal and plant
kingdom

Gen 1:11  Then God said, "Let the
land produce vegetation: seed-bearing
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit
with seed in it, according to their various
kinds." And it was so.” Gen 1:24 And God
said, "Let the land produce living creatures
according to their kinds: livestock, creatures
that move along the ground, and wild
animals, each according to its kind." And it
was So.

In the book of Genesis, the accounts of
God’s creation clearly revealed the scientific
genetic knowledge of animal kingdom and
plant kingdom. God made each species of
animal and plant according to its own kind.
In modern genetic science discovery, the
molecular basis for genes is
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) and each
species of animal and plant has its own
unique and distinct DNA genetic structure.

Cat and dog belong to different family
species. Due to genetic difference of DNA
structures, they cannot cross breed to
produce offspring. Apple and pear belong to
different family plant species and they
cannot cross breed, even though an apple
tree can be grafted onto a pear tree and
produce fruit with apple-pear like flavor.

Under adverse chemically-toxic or
radio-active environment, a normal cell can

be degenerated and mutated into an
abnormal cancerous cell. Scientifically,
however, we have yet to see and prove that
lower-order cells can evolve /mutate to
different, more complex higher-order cells.
The discovery of modern genetic science has
in fact refuted the scientific-unsubstantiated
theory of evolution, where human species
originally evolved from single amoeba-like
cell to apes, and then evolved to human
species.

Factual historical accuracy of the Bible

Not only have the discoveries in
science shed new light on the wonders of
creation, but there have also other sources,
external to the Bible, that affirm its
historical credibility: Numerous historical
manuscripts, records and archaeological
artifacts that have been unearthed, such as
the Dead Sea Scrolls which recorded the
exact geographical locations and people
mentioned in the Bible, the birth, the
mission, the death and the resurrection of
Christ, all of which affirm the historical
accuracy of the Bible.

Evidence of fulfilled prophesies

The Bible is the only book that
substantiated the prophetic fulfillment about
Jesus Christ. Many Messianic prophecies in
the Old Testament regarding the virgin birth,
the  ministries, the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ were fulfilled in
the New Testament. Today, scientists have
been able to use mathematical probability to
demonstrate that the fulfillment of all these
prophecies concerning Christ was no
accident or coincidence. The probability that
456 prophecies would be fulfilled in one
man by chance is mathematically
improbable. “God so thoroughly justified
Jesus Christ that even mathematicians and
statisticians, who were without faith, had to
acknowledge that it is scientifically
impossible to deny that Jesus is the Christ.”
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- David Williams, a Christian
mathematician.
Summary

“For since the creation of the world
God's invisible qualities -- His eternal
power and divine nature -- have been

clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that men are without
excuse.” Roman 1:20

Our faith in Christ is not a blind faith,
nor superstition based on ancient legends,
folklore or fairytale, but is grounded on the
solid Word of God, affirmed by historical
truth and scientific accuracy. As the word of
God was true in the ancient days, it remains
true and relevant today, for God is the same
yesterday, today and forever.

Through nature, God reveals Himself.
When we look at the nature, we see the
power, wisdom and divine nature of the
Creator. From the scripture, we know that
God is love and sins have separated us from
God. “God does not want anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter
3:9. “God manifests his love towards us
when we were yet sinners, Christ died for us
in order to restore our broken relationship
with God.” Roman 5:8-11.

Mission Trip 2007

“In the past, God spoke through the
prophets at many times and in various ways,
but in these last days He has spoken to us
through His Son Jesus Christ.” Hebrew 1:1-
3. God is a God of covenants, full of mercy
and faithful to His promises. In the Old
Testament, God established His covenants
with Abraham and the people of Israel.

Through the shed blood of Jesus on the
cross, we enter into a covenant of eternal
salvation with God. When we receive Christ
as our personal savior and Lord, trusting in
His word based on His finished work on the
cross, we are born again and become the
children of God. “Yet to those who received
Him, to those who believed in His name, He
gave the right to become children of God.”
John 1:12.

My friend, would you receive Christ as
Lord and personal savior of your life?

“As God's fellow workers we urge you
not to receive God's grace in vain. For He
says, "In the time of my favor | heard you,
and in the day of salvation | helped you." |
tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now
is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthian 6:2.

Elaine Kwok

Of all the experiences in my life, the
week | spent on the mission field in Phoenix,
Arizona was one of the most amazing. In
just the one week in Arizona, | experienced
more of God than | had in my entire life. |
am so thankful that God gave me the
opportunity to see the amazing work that He
can do.

In Leupp, a native reserve, a day would
consist of Vacation Bible School for the kids,
door-to-door  visitation  around  the
community, evening services for the adults
and lots of things in between. The first day
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that we went out into the community, my
group was assigned to the trailer park. When
they opened their doors, | saw people who
were hurt, sad, and without hope. Through
this, I knew that God was showing me how
much people need Jesus as their Savior.

I came to the realization that | could no
longer sit idly and wait for God to use
someone else at another time, but I still had
my fears talking to complete strangers. God
used me in ways | didn't think possible;
personally, 1 am quite reserved, but this did
not stop God from using me. He gave me



strength to overcome my fear and seize the
opportunity to speak to others.

Also amazing was the opportunity to
see how God answered prayer and changed
the lives of the Native Americans. A large
portion of our time was spent holding the
Vacation Bible School, and we were blessed
to have up to 70 kids show up on certain
days, even though the opportunity to talk to
kids was enough. Although, at the time, they
may not have fully understood the message,
we were able to plant the seed in their hearts
and God is always able to make those seeds
grow.

Mission Trip to Leupp, Arizona

This past summer was a defining
moment in my life, because | was given the
opportunity to evangelize and witness the
gospel in an unfamiliar and remote
environment. Besides myself, there were
five others who also decided to make the
two-week long journey in the hopes of
strengthening their faith. Initially, 1 felt
intimidated and was overwhelmed by fear,
which prevented me from fulfilling my
desire to evangelize. As time progressed, |
realized that | needed to step out of my
comfort zone and begin to start taking risks.
I came across many opportunities to share
my faith, but I did not take advantage of
these opportunities.

Through the difficulties in my ministry,
I have learned perseverance and that we

Overall, the mission trip was much
more than | expected it to be. It was
definitely one of my most challenging
experiences. The experience made me
spiritually stronger and through this mission
trip God gave me the passion to be Alive for
Him.

“Have | not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua
1:9

Fandi Chen

should live our lives in the way that we
evangelize, focusing more on God rather
than what other people may think of us.

Soon | began to witness the power of
the Holy Spirit gradually take its effects in
the hearts of the people. Not only did |
witness the people of the community begin
to accept Christ, but | also saw the
conception of an intimate bond between the
members of our team.

For the first time in my life, I can truly
say that | encountered God the Holy Spirit, a
feeling that can not be merely described in
words but leaves you with an overwhelming
sense of reverence and awe for Almighty
God.
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Mission Trip to Leupp 2007

Matthew Yu

Amidst the wrecked abandoned houses
and broken beer bottles was God.

It’s actually harder for me to see God in
Canada. | know God is in Brampton too. In
Brampton, | have assignments, school, work
music, church, internet, and cell phones to
distract me from God. It is devastating to see
all these blessings actually divert me from
seeing God. In Leupp, they have one gas
station, one corner store, one recreation
center, one paved road. | can count two
paved roads out my window as | type this.
The entire town of Leupp has one paved
road. My cell phone doesn’t work in Leupp.
We have no assignments or jobs to worry
about. Nothing stands in the way of
witnessing God in Leupp. | see God in the
eyes of the natives, | hear God in the
deafening thunderstorms, and | feel God in
the pouring rain, as the sparse grass sways in
the afterglow of the sun. | see God in the
natives taking care of the stray dogs that
wander the town and I think back to our
neglected homeless people in Brampton.

It’s actually harder for me to be a
Christian in Canada. In Leupp, we are so
focused on urgently bringing God’s
salvation to the natives. We only have one
week. We hold each other up in Christ; we
laugh and cry and pray together and we
grow stronger together. We are so exhausted

Phoenix Mission Trip 2007

and drained, but we have each other to lean
back on. When we come back to Canada, |
lose that sense of urgency and family. The
team, we drift apart, we don’t hold each
other up as much, we don’t pray together as
much and we are not focused on urgently
bringing God’s salvation to Brampton. We
only have one life. I think that we should
look at Brampton, Canada and the World as
a mission trip. We are sent from the Father
to urgently spread His message, before we
go home. We must see the lost around us
and be moved to bring the light to them. We
must hold each other up, we must pray
together and we must be united together.

-Matt.07
A wise man once said:

“God is with the poor people struggling
to eat on the streets.

God is with the single mother who has
infected her son with a virus that will kill
them both.

God is with a jobless man with a family
to support.

God is with the widows.

God is in the slums, in the cardboard
boxes where the poor play house.

God is with us, if we are with them.”

Mike Yu

The Phoenix mission trip of 2007 was a
time of fellowship, a time where we poured
out our passion for God. Of course, there
were times of disagreement, which made it
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far from easy, but it was these times that
made us stronger and more united as a team.
In Leupp, we were able to truly focus, far
away from the distractions in Brampton, on



our mission to help and aid those who need
God's salvation.

The week in Phoenix went by really
fast, and on the ride home, I realized that |
was sitting beside a complete stranger, and |
started having a casual conversation with
him. After that, most of the plane ride was
spent relaxing.

A few days later, 1 thought of the
moment when | spoke with this man; there
was an opportunity for me to share God's
love, but | never took the chance. | was
perplexed, so | began to think of why I did
not share my faith. This experience brought
me to the stark realization that just because
the mission trip was over, it didn't mean that

Praise to the Amazing Grace

we should stop there. We don't need to go
all the way to Phoenix to spread God’s word.

In the aftermath of the mission trip, |
felt the urge to bring the passion of God
from Phoenix to our church, and especially
to our fellowship. Although change didn't
happen immediately, | have the feeling that
God has brought us a long way from that
point in time to the present. At school,
fellowship, and on the worship team, we
should never cease to praise God, regardless
of the situation.

“But the time is coming —indeed it’s
here now-when true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23

Lanjun Chen

Glory and praise to our great God! On
this Easter day, | am excited to become a
true child of God and offer my thanksgiving
to Him. Among the vast sea of people, you
have chosen me, even though | always run
away from you, not willing to accept you. |
sincerely worship and revere you because of
your amazing love and grace towards me.

Now looking back, my life was full of
praises, successes and blessings. However, |
thought they were achieved by my own
wisdom and diligent work. | had rejected
your love and wandered around. But you
directed and drew me to yourself. You made
me recognize that the glorious aura of my
life was indeed a blessing from you, so that |
could humbly kneel down before you and
give thanks to your amazing grace. Just as a
song of my favorite sings, “At every step of
my life, your hand is always with me,
bringing me to your side as your precious
child.”

In the past, | had a vague understanding
of God. Although | was supposed to be an
atheist, | always believed that there is god(s)
in the world. Just as a Chinese saying goes,
“There is a god even three feet above your
head.” | always went to Buddha temples to
worship and burn joss sticks, wishing to gain
blessings and protection from these gods. In
2004, the first time when | came to Canada,
I made a decision in my heart not to believe
in  Christianity. However, after being
brought to church worship services and
Bible studies, the Word of God deeply
touched my heart. | recognized that my
unbelief was because of my lack of
knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Bible, the
Word of God. Two years later, the second
time when | came to Canada, | thought I
could believe in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and the only true God of the universe,
but 1 wouldn’t get baptized to become a
Christian. Whereas, when | worshipped
before the mercy seat of God, the Holy
Spirit opened my heart and gave me the
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desire to listen to His words, just like a deer
longs for the brook. When 1 first opened my
heart to pray and talk to God, | truly
experienced the Presence of God with me.
He gave me wisdom, courage and strength
to believe in Him. Peace and joy came along
with the love from God.

I wouldn’t seek to understand the
mystery of God’s selection. | would rather
give Him thanks and praises for choosing
me. | have determined to obey His choosing,
to keep His commandments, and be a
faithful child of Him. I will bring the
redeeming Gospel of Christ to China, to my
relatives and friends, so that their thirsty
hearts may also receive this gracious gift
from God. Today | want to present a poem

Walking with God, Remembering His Grace

to praise my loving and righteous Father in
heaven:

So joyful to receive the gospel in my
old age,

As the wisdom and word of God has
blessed my heart.

When | confessed my sins and repented,

Lord Jesus saved me and gave me a
new start.

Oh, my loving and righteous Father in
heaven,

To all the peoples You gave this
gracious gift;

It is thus my duty to proclaim the
gospel

And praise Your redeeming grace all
days of my life!

Baoguo Xu

Before coming to Canada, | regarded
myself as an atheist. Therefore, | disliked
people around me worshipping Buddha in
China. Even though I myself did it too
sometimes as | just went along with the
stream. After my younger son (Stephen)
went to Canada, he believed in God in a
short time and he shared the Gospel with us.
He said knowing God is the greatest gain in
his whole life. I was wondering why he
changed his belief from Communism to God
so quickly, after being a Communist party
member for many years. In 2004 my wife
came to Canada to visit my son and his
family. When she returned to China, she had
not yet believed in God. But | saw her
reading the Bible regularly and talking to
her friends and relatives about the wonderful
words from the Bible. She became more
humble and patient with us and less
affectionate about money. My wife’s change
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during this short period of time also made
me think.

With the above questions in my heart |
came to Canada the first time. | only wanted
to know why Christianity was that amazing,
but didn’t plan to become a Christian at all.
Now it has been almost thirty weeks since |
came to Brampton. Almost every week |
attended Sunday worship services, Sunday
schools and Mandarin fellowships, as well
as home Bible studies. | also read through
the New Testament, a part of the Old
Testament and some other Christian books. |
realized that the Bible is worth hearing and
studying. After hearing true testimonies of
brothers and sisters around me, | started to
believe that Christianity is not a blind faith.
Rather, the truth is here, love is here, peace
is here, light is here, and life is here! All that
I wanted is in Christ Jesus.



Looking back on my life, although it
looked to be all right, I never self-examined
the path | walked, the things | did, the
thoughts 1 had, and the words | spoke.
Comparing to the laws in the Bible, |
realized that I am indeed a guilty and sinful
man. | don’t deserve to become a child of
God. Now God has set Jesus Christ as a
propitiation of my sin in His blood through
our faith to establish His righteousness. It is
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that has
saved me, and in Him all my sins have been
forgiven. He also directs my path ahead.
What else shall |1 want apart from Christ? |
decided to confess my sins before Him and

My Relationship with God

believed in Him, for only through faith in
Him could | be saved, to have a new life and
become a new creation.

Today is Easter Day and | am so
excited to become a true child of God. God
has chosen me from among the peoples. |
commit myself to follow Him, to keep His
commandments and to be an obedient child
of God. I will bring the Gospel to China, to
my friends and relatives. Meanwhile, | want
to grow spiritually through the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. | will always remember the
grace of the Lord and walk with Him from
now on until He comes again. Amen!

Wu Sha

I first came in contact with the church
in November 2006, and received Christ as
my personal savior at one of Rev. Maak's
preaching conferences. Despite  only
knowing Christ for a short period of time,
the impact of knowing Jesus has impacted
my life tremendously.

Before |1 met Christ, |1 was proud, self
conceited, restless and moody. Many times,
I disliked myself, because in my life | felt
helpless and out of control. To try and make
me feel better, | adopted the saying "It's
harder to change one's nature than to move
mountains and rivers around.”

For so many years, | had been drifting
in a world full of malice, wickedness, sin,
and temptation. Occasionally | was
confronted by an inner voice telling me to
change, but it seemed so vaguely weak and
powerless. | was emotionally hindered and
conquered, as | was constantly being
tortured by my sins and spiritual
shortcomings. By these sins | was bound,
drifting aimlessly in darkness without seeing
any light. Worse still, I would rarely even

realize my sins let alone admit them. Being
so far from the truth, | constantly felt
enormous conflict between my reasoning
and emotion in all my major life decisions.
Deep within, | began to question the purpose
of my existence in this world with questions
like: Why am | in Canada? Why can’t | get
what | deserve? Why are others better than
me? Why am | not as fortunate as others?

Such was the darkness in which I was
lost, until the Lord found me after my first
close encounter with Christ. My heart was
illuminated by the light of the Word of God,
in which | found divine truth and the value
of life. 1 saw my sins through the eyes of
God, Who miraculously changed me,
transforming my thoughts and actions. The
Holy Spirit guides me from time to time,
and now | can do what | believe was
impossible before, and I'm getting to love
myself more and more. | enjoy my
communication with God, enjoy my life in
Him, and | eagerly desire to grow more in
the image of God.
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Easter Testimony

Sally Huynh

“He must become greater; | must
become less.” (John 3:30)

Good morning everyone, my name is
Sally Huynh and | am currently 15 years of
age. | stand before you today to share my
testimony of how | accepted Jesus Christ as
my personal savior.

Before my life with Christ, growing up
in this church was not an easy task. There
were many times where | felt distant from
God, and could not understand Him. |
became frustrated and impatient with myself,
wondering how it was possible that
everyone around me was able to accept Him
so easily and knowing exactly the right time.
None of these matter to me anymore,
because | learn that even if | do not always

How I've accepted Jesus

understand God's will, I must place my trust
in Him in order to grow in Him. Knowing
this, | want to learn more about God, and |
want to follow Him and | begin to have faith.
My initial faith in Jesus Christ started to
grow, and from that | had the courage to
accept everything else.

I realize that 1 am not at all perfect, and
I am a sinful person saved by grace. | will
try my best to follow Him through all times
in my life, whether in good times or bad
times. | always try to remember that at the
end of the day, nothing else matters and is
all about Jesus.

I declare to you today that | have
surrendered my life over to Jesus Christ.

Anna Huynh

For as long as | can remember, there
has always been a God. Life with Christ
was much simpler when | was younger, and
there were no doubts or questions as to who
God was or what He did for us.

As | grew older, I concluded that God
just didn't make much sense. But if there
was no God, why did | feel comforted when
I was sad? Why did | feel peace within me
in the midst of confusion? | used to wish
that | could sleep forever, because when
you're sleeping, you're living in a boundless
world of dreams. There is no pain, no fear,
and no tears. When | wake up, to know that
someone loves me for everything | am,
someone who's going to take my hands and
guide me through the tough times gives me a
reason to continue on living.
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Life as a Christian is never easy. There
are times when | became too absorbed in my
own life and I drift far away from God, but
God has never left me, He still stands beside
me, awaiting for my return. It fills my heart
with joy to know that someone is always
watching over me. | smile every day
because | know that God is watching and |
sing, for | know that He is listening.

I would like to share with you a Bible
verse, from the book of Philippians 4:13: “I
can do everything through Him who gives
me strength.” This verse encourages me to
know that God will be with me when I'm
going through hard times, giving me hope
and faith and He will never abandon me and
will love me beyond the end of time.



Testimony

Emily Ma

I was introduced to the concept of God
and Christianity at a very young age, but it
was not until recently that | realize that He is
a large part of my life. Since I was a child, |
only absorbed what was told to me so |
believed that God existed because that was
what | was taught. Because | never thought
for myself, 1 never took Sunday school
worship seriously, and this in turn, reflected
upon my relationship with Christ in a lack of
intimacy.

Throughout my life, I forced myself to
believe that I was and always would be
alone, which caused me to often isolate
myself. It was the culmination of past
events that led me to these thoughts, which
started with the death of my brother Edwin,
and then, my two closest elementary friends
and | took separate paths. After that, my
closest friend from middle school moved
away, and during my first year of high
school another one of my friends also
moved. Because of this, | began to feel like
there was something wrong with me so |
distanced myself from others.

Recently, however, | have been trying
to listen intently to God through Sunday
school and worship and I've been thinking a

Testimony

lot about Him. 1 realized that He was the
One with me and every obstacle and trial
that 1 have encountered, He has also
provided many people like my parents, aunts
and uncles in church, and my friends to
assist and comfort me through difficult
situations. The problem was me; that | was
too wrapped up in my own self pity to notice
God and others who were supporting me.

One particular Bible verse that |
learned as a child and will always keep in
mind is found in Matthew 28:30, where
Jesus says "... And surely 1 am with you
always, to the very end of the age." This
verse keeps me from falling because it
reminds me that | will never be alone. | am
working to strengthen and build up my
relationship with Christ, who is helping me
to understand how to worship God as well as
helping me to become a more open
individual to accept others.

I have come to the realization that | am
not perfect, a fact that will not change even
after accepting Christ. Therefore, with my
need for forgiveness, | humbly accept the
gift of salvation. | stand before you today to
confess Jesus Christ as my Lord and savior.

Darren Tan

I grew up in church and have been in
attendance since the age of six. As | grew up,
I gradually accepted Christ and now that |
have fully accepted Him, | will strive to do
my best to serve Christ and the church.

My favorite verse in the Bible is
Matthew 26:39 "My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as |
will, but as you will." This is my favorite

verse because it shows how great the love of
Christ is for us, and although He did not
wish to die, he died on the cross to save and
redeem us. Another aspect revealed in this
passage is the humanity of Jesus, and that
even though Jesus is God, He felt fear, pain,
suffering, and still, He said to God, “Yet not
as | will, but as you will.”
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Christ did not have to die, but because
He loves us so much, He willingly sacrificed
Himself for us. It shows me that no matter
how hard, painful or frightening the
situation is, we should not fear because

Testimony

Jesus had died for us. We should say to God,
“Not as | will, but as you will”.

That is why | am standing before you
today to declare that I have given my life to
Jesus Christ.

Jimmy Vong

Until | came to Brampton Chinese
Baptist Church (BCBC), | never really
understood who Jesus was. | never knew
about the holy Bible, the Gospel, life after
death, or even the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. 1 remember feeling so joyful when |
first went to Alive Fellowship, I didn't know
exactly the reasons why, whether | was with
my friends, worshiping the Lord, doing
Bible study, or praying, but I knew one thing
for sure that | had accepted Jesus into my
life. I accepted Christ into my life because |
believe in Him and | will follow and obey
Him for the rest of my life.

Jesus makes me feel so thankful,
grateful for a great family and friends who
are so loving and supportive, and a
wonderful  church  with  friendly and
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welcoming people. | am also thankful for
my pastors who are always willing to
answer my questions, and worked so hard to
prepare for church events. Most of all, I am
very thankful to Jesus Christ for dying on
the cross to save me from my sins and
allowing me to have a relationship with Him.
Thanks be to God for providing so many
things in my past, present, and future.

I will give thanks to the LORD
according to His righteousness, and will
sing praise to the name of the LORD Most
High (Psalm 7:17).

This is why | am standing before you
all today to declare that I am giving my life
to Jesus Christ.
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Figure 1: 2007 - Easter Baptism

ZCEEHEARENIRE

I =

Come & See Go & Tel

i = {

Figure 2: Introduction of new members during Easter Sunday
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Figure 3: Easter Baptism — Mandarin Fellowship
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Figure 4. Community BBQ
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Figure 5: Free BBQ for community outreach
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Figure 6: Iron Chef cooking competition
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Figure 7: The best chefs — Alive Group (the winner)
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Figure 8: Good chefs — Fire Fellowship
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Figure 9: Good chefs — Rock Fellowship
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Figure 10: 2007 — Ordination of Pastor and Mrs. Kwok
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Figure 11: Rev. Kwok after the Ordination
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Figure 12: Rev. and Mrs. Kwok together with 7 other Reverends
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Figure 14: Supper at the church retreat
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Figure 15: Phoenix Short-Term Mission — A skit
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Figure 16: Phoenix Short-Term Mission for native children
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Figure 18: Graduation Ceremony
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Figure 19: Jennifer and Fred’'s Wedding
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Figure 20: Wong and Kuk’s Wedding
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Figure 22: Brazil Short-Term Mission —Visitation
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Figure 23: Church in Brazil and Christ the Redeemer

B —+w: ZRGRRARE - BETH

*x / E

Figure 24: Christmas Celebration - Joint Choir
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Figure 25: Christmas Celebration - Adults, Youths, Children Joint
Choir
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Figure 26: Christmas Celebration - Musical Drama
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